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Reflections from the Rectory 
Do not let your hearts be troubled 
The above quote are the first words of verse one from chapter 14 of 
John’s Gospel. The Gospel reading in the Lectionary for 1st May (Saints 
Philip and James) is from John 14:1-13. It seems to hold together as a 
single self-contained extract, or pericope, and will be familiar to many of 
us as a Gospel reading heard at funerals. However, when you look more 
closely at the text, and what comes before and after it, you realise that to 
understand the context of these words you need to go back into chapter 
13 and start at verse 36 to gain a better understanding of this piece of 
teaching (or maybe the start of chapter 13 to realise this dialogue was at 
the Last Supper). The teaching is a series of four questions, each one by 
a different disciple (Peter, Thomas, Philip, and Judas) with responses to 
each one by Jesus. 
It led me to think once more about how the text we know as the Bible 
has been developed over time, into the book of books that we are now 
familiar with. 
The original texts did not have chapters and all of the texts, bar Psalms, 
didn’t even have verses. Hebrew Scriptures, written onto scrolls, would 
have had some paragraph breaks, but without any numbering. Chapters 
were introduced in the 13th century. Many chapters were initially a page 
or two long. Verses were not common until the 16th century, as editors 
started to choose how to sub-divide chapters. Large-scale printing of 
editions started to enable standardisation, and the King James Bible 
(KJV) was one of those which set verse structures in place and have 
been used ever since. 
Esther 8:9 is the longest verse in the KJV, and John 11:35 the shortest. 
Some verses contain more than one sentence (see Genesis 1:2) and 
sometimes one sentence spans more than one verse (see Ephesians 
2:8-9).
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And as for headings in the Bible, these were decided by an editor at the 
time the translation was made, or subsequent to that. They were never 
in the original texts. There is a danger that if we read a pericope that 
comes with a header, we read it through the lens of the editor who has 
already decided what the meaning of the parable is. For example, in 
Luke 15:11-32 it has a header of The Parable of the Lost Son in the New 
International Version (NIV) and The Parable of the Prodigal and his 
Brother in the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) and New Revised 
Standard Version  updated edition (NRSVue). I had not noticed before, 
but in my version of the Authorised KJV there are no editorial headings, 
although some versions of the KJV (not the replication of the Authorised 
version) do have headings. Interesting!   

In Amy-Jill Levine’s book, Short Stories by Jesus, she challenges the 
titles used, and suggests that titles sometimes point people in the wrong 
direction or expect them to receive texts in a particular way. Luke 
15:11-32, she suggests, could be called The Father Who Lost His 
Son(s). She offers a view that the parable would originally have been 
received as a story of finding the lost, of reclaiming children, of 
reassessing the meaning of family. The title Prodigal Son does not 
appear anywhere in the Biblical text. It was Jerome who uses on the 
prudent and prodigal sons in his commentary. Amy-Jill Levine prefers 
Jerome’s title, so we focus on both sons and the story after the prodigal 
son returns home. Alternatively, she considers The Lost Son, used in 
Egyptian Christian settings; it adds value as we need to consider which 
son is lost, or are both lost? 
So, from musing about dividing the text arbitrarily into chapters and 
verses, and how that may change how we read and understand 
scripture, I moved on to thinking of potentially mis-leading editorial titles 
in the Bible. I think the moral of this is that we need to be careful that we 
don’t let the editor of the Bible version we are reading pre-determine how 
we read and understand the meaning of scripture. And, with chapter and 
verses, we need to be alert to these sometimes arbitrary divisions of 
texts. These verse, chapter and headings added to the text are not 
surprisingly called paratexts. So, don’t let them overly influence your 
reading of the text. 
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These points reminded me of a Bible reading experience called 
Immerse. It has removed all the paratext, so it looks like a normal book. 
It uses the New Living Translation. There are six volumes, and each 
volume has an eight and sixteen week reading plan. You can find out 
more at ImmerseBible.com The publishers offer a free audio version as 
well as the paperback books. 

Maybe Immerse could be the basis of our Bible Study for the autumn. 
The volume on the Prophets interests me. What about you?   

Nick Bowry
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News from the Congregations 

St Mungo’s Quiet Space 
We are just so grateful to all those people who came to enjoy the Quiet 
Space that was held on Saturday 9th March this year in St Mungo’s 
church. Their comments and reflections about the benefit of such an 
opportunity to be still and quiet will encourage us to hold our sixth such 
event in the autumn. 

The church space affords the opportunity to walk a labyrinth, beautifully 
painted, by families in the church, and to sit and quietly listen to 
Margaret Rizza music looking at images of icons, read the plentiful 
literature, pray, light a candle or enjoy the light refreshment served in the 
undercroft. All age groups were represented and good conversations 
held.  

This space has been used by many different people from the village and 
further afield and is a space to find God and spiritual refreshment. Do 
come to our next one. 

Markie Woodifield
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Easter Sunrise Service 
Each year, a surprisingly large group of people from Penicuik Churches 
gathers at the top of Broomhill just before dawn on Easter Day, to watch 
the sun rise and to pray and sing hymns in celebration of the risen 
Christ. Afterwards, a hearty breakfast of bacon butties, croissants, tea 
and coffee awaits everyone in St James’ Church Hall. Huge thanks to 
David McGavin and Kathryn Topham for providing this very welcome 
feast so early in the morning! 

Photograph: Nigel Johnston 
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Easter Sunday Baptism 
On Easter Day this year, St James the Less congregation members 
were delighted  to be part of Isobel and Benjamin Crease’s baptism 
ceremony. 

Isobel and Benjamin’s mum, Rachel, writes: “From our perspective, it felt 
very special that both of them were baptised on Easter Sunday, and as 
older children. We felt they were more involved in the event and were 
able to understand and (hopefully!) remember it in years to come which 
they wouldn't have been, had we got round to it when they were babies. 

The whole service was perfect, from the involvement of cousins, to the 
scallop shell, to the mass baptism at the end with rosemary and water 
from Joy. It really was quite special and while we had been feeling a bit 
remiss for waiting so long, in the end we were happy it turned out this 
way. Thanks to everyone in the congregation for making it such a special 
event!” 

Isobel describes her experience: “It felt very special to get baptised on 
Easter Sunday. We heard that it was the traditional day to get baptised 
so we decided it would be nice. The service was lovely and I was excited 
to have been baptised. Some of my family came to watch it too. I would 
like to say thank you for all the kind wishes. It was also really nice that 
my little cousins were involved in the service.  I really liked that the 
baptism was done with Nick's scallop shell too.” 

Benjamin writes about how he felt: “I was very excited but a bit nervous 
when I was told I was being baptised but it was really good on the actual 
day. It was also quite interesting how the baptism was done with the 
scallop shell. It was really fun and the cake at the end was lovely!   My 
cousins were also there and they got to participate which was nice.” 

On behalf of the congregation, thank you to the Crease family for 
worshipping with us, and for this very special Easter Sunday ceremony. 



Rachel, Benjamin, Isobel and Donald Crease at Benjamin’s 
and Isobel’s baptism

Joy Middleton, assisted by Faye Clerk, sprinkles the 
congregation with water blessed in the font, and scattered 
with a rosemary branch.
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Joy Middleton (left) and Nick Bowry 
(right) showing the baptismal shell 
from the Camino de Santiago.

Now to celebrate! Benjamin 
and Isobel cut their baptism 
cake
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Then confirmation! 
On the sixth Sunday of Easter, just before Ascension Day, Rachel 
Crease was confirmed by Bishop John during the Sunday morning 
communion service. She was warmly welcomed as a confirmed member 
of our Christian family. 

Top left: Bishop John confirms 
Isobel Crease, with Nick Bowry’s 
assistance. 

Above: Congratulations Isobel! 

Left: A celebratory feast for our 
Fellowship lunch - with donations 
given to Christian Aid Week. 
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Easter flowers 
With thanks to everyone who volunteered and especially to Marion 
Mather for coordinating the effort.
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Thank you 
I would like to thank all concerned for their help and support to me for my 
son Ben’s very moving Memorial service and fitting tributes by several 
others on Saturday 4th May 2024, particularly Nick for his invaluable and 
unfailing support before, during and after the service.  Thank you to 
David and the fourteen choir members for the beautiful music, 
particularly Dona Nobis Pacem (many favourable  words of appreciation 
from the seventy-strong congregation, to Marion Mather, Dy Harvey and 
Moira Rendall with catering, Catherine Pow as sidesman and Andy 
Longmore for photos. Thanks to family and friends for their kind words 
about Ben.  

There was much admiration and appreciation of our beautiful church and 
our warm welcome. Thank you to all my friends at St James the Less!  

Love and blessings, Gillian Little

Gillian with Ally Donaldson, 
Ben’s best friend

Gillian with Ben’s cousins - Mandy, 
Scott and Shora
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Birthday Celebrations! 
I was delighted to receive beautiful flowers for my 70th birthday, and the 
beautiful cake (which was lovely to share with Val and Cicely who were 
also celebrating birthdays) was a tasty surprise! Many thanks for your 
good wishes. 

Marion Mather

Left, Marion Mather with her 
birthday flowers. 

Above, Marion’s birthday cake
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St James the Less Fundraising Update 2024 

Our next fundraiser is a Strawberry Tea on 
Saturday 15th June 2 - 4pm in Trinity 
Community Church hall. Tickets are £5 and 
should be purchased beforehand, so that we 
can keep a count of numbers. Please come 
along and bring your family and friends. The 
e v e n t w i l l s t a r t w i t h s c o n e s w i t h 

strawberries, jam and cream and other home baking plus copious 
amounts of tea or coffee. There will be a Tombola and other stalls and 
this will be followed by entertainment by Margo Falconer, a talented 
musician who accompanies her singing on the guitar. There will be lots 
to do at the event. Please contact me if you are willing to help. 

Recent fund-raising activities 

The Scots Music and Beyond night on 24th February raised £480 

The Daffodil Tea on 24th February raised £743.  

Thanks to all who supported these events. 
Funds raised at recent Fellowship Lunches 

4/2/2024 for Cancer Research raised £256 

3/3/2024 for MS Revive and St James raised £272 (£136 to each) 

7/4/2024 for the Bishop’s Lent Appeal raised £285 

5/5/2024 for Christian Aid raised £325 

Please note: June’s Fellowship Lunch will not be held on the first 
Sunday of the month as usual, but on Sunday 9th June, which is 
Music Sunday and it will be a bring and share lunch.  

Marion Mather 
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The Leprosy Mission (TLM) 
It has been goodbye to the Scottish TLM headquarters. To quote the 
Scottish Chairperson, Anne Muirden: “existing Leprosy Mission Scotland 
Trustees will be part of the new Leprosy Mission Great Britain Board 
ensuring a deep understanding of wonderful Scottish supporters like 
you.“ 

So the team based in Peterborough, England is administrating TLM with 
input from Leprosy Mission Scotland Trustees. 

We look forward to resuming fundraising as your reduced Penicuik 
committee   soon.   We regret there will be no June Pancake Coffee 
Morning, but please support quizzes and the plant stall in the town 
centre when these are available. The money from these is already 
counted in hundreds. 

TLM website leprosymission.org.uk has further details. 

Dorcas is the The Leprosy Mission’s quarterly magazine and is full of up 
to date information, as well as the TLM prayer diary ASK. 

Marian Hunter

Thank you, dear friends, for all the kind wishes, cards and prayers 
surrounding Richard’s hip operation. The operation went well and the 
physiotherapist is pleased with mobility progress – the exercises pay off! 
A couple of minor problems delayed his return home, but he’s continuing 
his exercises, the most strenuous part being donning the white socks! 
Stairs are fine, accompanied by ritual mutterings of right leg, left leg, 
stick, right …  Offers of help have been particularly appreciated with him 
being the sole driver. Deepest gratitude to the kind soul (he knows who 
he is) who patiently endured all the vicissitudes of daily delays and 
brought Richard home from hospital. 

We thank God for all the medical staff, and pray for all folk who endure 
far greater problems and delay, and those who have no support network. 

Georgina & Richard Phillips

http://leprosymission.org.uk
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Standing with giants! 
On the 6th June 2024, the UK will commemorate the 80th anniversary of 
the Normandy Landings on the 6th June 1944, with a series of major 
commemorations and events across the UK and in France. The official 
international ceremony will take place on Omaha Beach. 
On that date in 1944, and during the long summer which followed, 
soldiers came from America, Britain, Canada, Belgium, Denmark, 
Holland, Norway, Poland, Australia and France. It was the largest 
seaborne invasion in history and, along with the associated airborne 
operations, it marked the beginning of the liberation of France and 
western Europe. Normandy will bear the scars of that moment in history 
forever. 

The British Normandy Memorial, which stands in Ver-sur-Mer 
overlooking Gold Beach, holds the names of the 22,442 service 
personnel serving under British Command who died on D-Day and 
during the ensuing Battle of Normandy.  

Now another invasion has started. This time, of 1,475 silhouettes: 
Standing with Giants, which will appear at the British Normandy 
Memorial. They represent the number of fatalities under British 
command on that first day – 6th June 1944. 

Standing with Giants is a community project, set up in 2019 by 
Oxfordshire community artist, Dan Barton, and a group of local 
volunteers. They create large-scale art installations using recycled 
building materials and provide meaningful spaces for people to visit and 
reflect. 22,442 poppies have been knitted by the WI to nestle at the base 
of the six-foot tall black silhouettes.  

There will also be two figures to represent the only two women named 
on the Memorial. Both nurses, they died saving the lives of seventy-five 
men when their hospital ship was sunk. The sacrifice of local French 
Resistance fighters – men, women and children – is also remembered 
with a further fifty figures. 
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Watching the news item was a moving experience: to see those silent 
figures spread out at the memorial and in the surrounding woods where 
the resistance fighters would have played their part. 

To remember is not to glorify war. However, we should despair that, 
despite all that has happened, the world has still not determined to live in 
peace. 

[photos courtesy of Standing with Giants / British Normandy Memorial]. 

Georgina Phillips
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RNLI 200th Anniversary 
On the 4th of March 1824, two hundred years ago, the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution was formed by the vision of Sir William Hillary 
(1771-1847), a Manxman who, while living in Douglas, would see at first-
hand the often-violent nature of the sea and witnessed many 
shipwrecks. He, along with his fellow residents, helped save many lives. 
The early 19th century saw as many as eighten hundred wrecks around 
our coasts annually with the loss of hundreds of lives. 

In 1823 this stimulated Sir William Hillary to send a paper to the Navy 
and Ministers of the Crown, outlining plans for a voluntary service of 
trained crews to assist vessels in distress and save lives in the waters 
around the British Isles, with no result. Undeterred, he appealed to 
members of London society causing certain influential people to 
stimulate a snowballing effect among benefactors. This resulted in 
formation of the organisation in a Bishopsgate’s Tavern with patronage 
by King George lV. It was first known as the National Institution for the 
Preservation of Life and Property from Shipwreck, becoming the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) in 1854. 

Boats had begun to be purpose-built for life-saving since the late 1700s 
with the first unsinkable design patented in 1785. The oldest surviving 
lifeboat in the world is the Zetland which was built in 1802 and served for 
seventy-eight years before being retired. She saved over five hundred 
lives during her service. She was the eleventh of thirty-one lifeboats built 
by the pioneering lifeboat builder Henry Greathead.
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The vessel was purchased by the people of Redcar and named after the 
Marquess of Zetland, the local Lord of the Manor. 

She has lain in her present boathouse since 1907 and has only been 
removed twice. First, in 1963 she was taken and displayed in Edinburgh 
where she was the centrepiece of the International Lifeboat Conference 
and then in 2018 she was taken to Middlesbrough for much needed 
conservation work. 

The distinctive flag was designed in 1884 by a Leonora Preston after her 
brother  Robert’s rescue by the Ramsgate Lifeboat. The Tudor crown 
was replaced by the St Edward’s crown in 1953 as worn by the newly 
appointed Queen Elizabeth ll. 

And the story continues, with the RNLI’s volunteers providing a twenty- 
four-hour search and rescue service around the British and Irish coasts. 

According to its website it operates two hundred and thirty-eight lifeboat 
stations and more than two hundred and forty lifeguard units on beaches 
and all depending on voluntary donations and legacies, completely 
independent of Coastguard or government. Since its inception over 
142,700 lives have been saved by its lifeboat crews and lifeguards. 

Nigel Johnston
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Hannelore (Hanna) Else Martha Monelle 
10th June 1936 - 29th March 2024 

There is apparently a curse that says 
“may you live in interesting times”. A 
curse which could have been aimed 
squarely at our mother, Hanna. She was 
born into Nazi Germany three years 
before the Second World War started. By 
anyone’s definition the most cursed of 
interesting times. 

Her birth mother died when she was too 
young to remember her, and she wasn't 
told that the mother who was raising her 
was actually her stepmother until she 
was sixteen years old. Although she did 
once tell me that she was aware that 
they had more grandparents than usual.  

Her father had been a Jehovah's Witness, a dangerous thing under the 
Nazis. She did remember being told that she was never to talk to 
anybody outside the family. 

Towards the end of the war, she, her stepmother, and her two sisters 
spent several days on the last goods train going west, escaping from the 
approaching Russian army. They ended up as refugees in Lauenburg, 
sharing a house with other families. All this could already be considered 
too much “interesting times” for a young life, but what she remembered 
for the most part was how much her parents tried to protect her. 

After studying a domestic science course, she decided to take her skills 
and move to England. She was nineteen. She knew nobody there, and 
spoke hardly any English. She did it anyway. 



Unfortunately interesting times caught up with her again there, when her 
nightdress caught on the electric fire. She suffered third degree burns 
over thirty percent of her body. She was in hospital for a long time. She 
didn't think, at the beginning, that she was going to survive. But she did. 

She spent a time as a glamorous young woman in London. A photo of 
her looking beautiful in a ballgown was taken at this time. But she felt so 
grateful to the young National Health Service that she decided to train as 
a nurse, to give something back. It was something she was really good 
at. She knew she was good at it. 

And then one day she met our father. She was his nurse. And she fell in 
love. Although at the beginning there was happiness, the marriage 
became increasingly difficult. Despite that, when he left, she was 
devastated. 

The one thing that she felt she could rely on was her faith, which ever 
since she was young had been an anchor for her. She approached it 
actively. She was a Mother’s Union member for decades. She did 
training for ministry. She was part of the Cursillo movement. She was 
active in the Christian Fellowship of Healing. Ultimately, she became a 
third order Franciscan, where she really felt that she belonged. 

In Penicuik, we as a family became part of St James the Less, a lively 
church at the time. The support network provided by the family of the 
congregation there helped her through the struggles of a difficult 
marriage, her devastation when it ended, and the hardships of raising 
children on her own after he left. I know she is remembered fondly by a 
lot of people in Penicuik. In fact, so fondly, that Hilary Rooney, who knew 
her as Aunty Hanna, spent a lot of time caring for her in her final months. 
We will never forget that kindness. 

Both before and after the divorce she was, as a mother, ferocious. I don't 
mean towards us, although she could be, but on our behalf. Sometimes 
these efforts were open, like supporting us through the divorce, or caring 
for us devotedly and of course, efficiently, when we were ill. 
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Often, though, she operated in stealth mode, supporting us in ways we 
never knew at the time. Complaints from teachers, and even school 
inspectors, were dealt with by her without ever telling us. And, although 
our relationship could sometimes be difficult, if anyone else criticised 
either of us, she could get quite abrupt. 

The long term effect of the burns, and the heavy lifting involved in 
nursing then, ruined her back. She eventually had to take early 
retirement on disability grounds. Some time after this, at the age of only 
sixty-four, she decided that she needed to move into a place that she 
could manage as her mobility worsened. And even though it meant 
moving away from St James and its supportive community, she did 
exactly that. 

Her mobility did get increasingly bad. The pain did become a problem. 
By the time she had been in Edinburgh for a decade, she was in 
constant pain and depressed. She survived this thanks to a small 
miracle. Or rather, two small miracles: her granddaughters, Grace and 
Milly came along. And the love that she felt for them lifted her out of her 
low spirits and gave her new focus. 
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We loved our mother, and grandma. She taught us a lot along the way. 
When we were little, she taught us how to knit, and crochet, and sew. 
Later, we learned from her that being a woman doesn’t mean you can’t 
operate an electric drill, or put up wallpaper, or fix a tap. Most of all, 
though, she passed on her indomitability. She wouldn’t give up, no 
matter what, and our toughness, our independence, and our ability to 
survive our own interesting times, comes from her. It is a gift that has 
kept us going, at points possibly kept us alive, and which we are busy 
passing on to her granddaughters.  

We will miss her terribly, but we are always going to be grateful that the 
part of her that survives in us is her unflinching nature in facing life, and 
her strength. 

Cathy and Julia Monelle (Hanna’s  daughters)
Val McGavin tells us that Hanna was a regular and vibrant member of St 
James for many years. She left Penicuik twenty-four years ago to live in 
Edinburgh and worship at Christ church, Morningside. 
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Remember this from February?

The February 2024 windows photo is 
located in the south (right hand) wall as 
you come in the main door, third window 
along. The person illustrated is St Luke.

Quiz for this issue 
For this month's window quiz: Who is the 
main character in the window and how 
might this part of the window in the photo 
be connected to him?

Andy Longmore
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St James the Less Window quiz…continued
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From the Archives: Braggins’ chalice and paten 
I heard through Margaret Coull that Rodney Braggins (Roddy) had died 
in March 2024. I suggested to Nick Bowry that we use the communion 
set that Roddy had made and gifted to St James the Less church on that 
particular Sunday, and Nick dedicated the service to Roddy. 

I then thought about trying to get in touch with Roddy’s family to tell them 
about this. I had a look on Facebook and managed to trace Roddys son 
Richard. I found him, he’s living in Spain and he was delighted to hear 
about the service dedication and passed the news on to the rest of his 
family.  

Roddy’s Mother Pearl and his sister Joan were also members of the 
congregation here at St James the Less, many years ago and Pearl’s 
funeral was held here. 

The wonders of social media! 

Georgina Philips wrote the following piece for St James’ Penfest 
Exhibition 2016. 

Val McGavin

Braggins’ chalice and 
paten 

Photo by Val McGavin
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Rodney Braggins describes how he designed 
and made the chalice (cup) and paten (dish). 

“I was a student attending The Edinburgh 
College of Art between the years 1958 to 1962.  

When my father died, aged sixty-one, on October 
fourth, 1961, it seemed a natural and appropriate 
gesture to gift these pieces I was making as part 
of my course work to St James the Less after my 
graduation. 

The main base of the paten, and the knop* on 
the chalice, are pieces of ivory, which I bought 
from a bagpipe maker in The Royal Mile. 

In those days, one could still buy ivory from such a source, but it was 
expensive, being one pound sterling for one pound weight. I carved the 
pattern to represent the tree of life, in continuous form. 

Fifty years on, I have submitted the original drawings to the church 
archive, and the history of their origin is now made clear.  

I was a chorister with St James the Less, and latterly a server, between 
1946 until 1963, when I left Penicuik, to take up a teaching post in 
Perthshire, at The Royal School of Dunkeld. 

I have fond memories of the two rectors of those times: Revd C A W 
Harvey and Revd J D Broadbent, and also, of course, Lily MacFarlane 
(Mrs Mac), our tireless organist. 

[* the gripping protrusion on the stem of a chalice (from Low Dutch)]” 

Georgina Phillips (2016) 
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Since the last report in January 2024, Vestry has met in February, March 
and April, so it has been a busy time for Vestry members. In addition to 
the meetings there has been communication by email. As well as the 
routine items on the agenda the following are some matters discussed: 
• Vestry approved the appointment of John McCulloch as new 

Treasurer. Dyane Harvey will assist John. They will be co-signatories 
with a two-stage payment procedure to provide greater security. The 
smooth handover has been guided by Richard Finch. 

• A Professional Fire Safety Assessment needs to be undertaken. 
Vestry are seeking guidance from the Diocesan Office to appoint the 
appropriate person. 

• It was suggested that St James should be a location for a defibrillator.  
A funding grant was submitted to the British Heart Foundation.  
Unfortunately, the application was unsuccessful. Other sources of 
funding are now being researched. 

• The draft New Liturgy, which was originally created by Nick Bowry and 
Neville Suttle, has had adjustments to the wording to reflect 
comments from the Vestry.  A trial service is to be arranged when the 
congregation will be asked for comment. Afterwards, approval will be 
needed from the Bishop. The Liturgy will be used few times each year. 

• A trial Terracycle collection point for recycling blister packs is to be set 
up in the church hall.  

• The Property Register will be revised to the format approved by the 
Diocesan Office. An electronic Church Property Register will be 
created, plus a hard copy which will be stored in a secure place. 

• Vestry gave immense praise to Georgina Phillips who has produced 
the booklet Forth in thy name…., a record of all the clergy who have 
been part of St James the Less’ ministry since before the church was 
built in 1882. Thirty copies were produced. All were sold within a few 
days of being published.  More copies have been printed.
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• The Quinquennial Review is due in 2025. It must be conducted by an 

accredited conservation architect. It would be wise to have the 
architect and funding in place for the start of 2025. 

• The replacement of the Rectory Fencing has been approved. 
• The spalling in the church stonework has been investigated and de 

-scaled. The situation is being monitored. The stonework will be 
included in the Quinquennial Review 2025. 

The work of Vestry includes many varied issues in addition to the routine 
work. This keeps members busy, but we are hoping for a quieter time 
over the summer months. Vestry wish you a very sunny, warm, and 
relaxing summer, whether in Penicuik or further afield. 

With love, 

Charlotte Kemp
Vestry Secretary

St Mungo’s Report May 2024 
Vestry met on 29th February 2024 and our next meeting will be on 27th 
May 2024. 
The second Away Day was held on 17th February 2024 and it was 
agreed that forum meetings be held three times a year. Dates for 2024 
are 22nd June and 19th October. It was agreed that these meetings will 
not be used for routine Church business, but to promote mutual 
understanding and spirituality based on the five marks of mission and 
will initially finalise the St. Mungo’s Mission and Vision document. 
Markie Woodifield organised a Quiet Day in the Church on Saturday 9th 
March 2024. 
The Church is being used on Thursday evenings by a new start Choir 
group. The fine acoustics and new heating are much appreciated. 
We will be hosting the messy Church picnic on Sunday 19th May 2024. 
Our thoughts are now turning to the Whipman week from 31st May to 8th 
June 2024 and St Mungo’s will be fully involved with Nick leading the 
Whipman service on 2nd June 2024. 

Ian Kerry



Scripture Union Holiday Club 
A Scripture Union Holiday Club will take place from Tuesday 30th July to 
Thursday 1st August 2024. The title this year is The Great Glen Green 
Welly Garden Show and I’m still trying to get my tongue round it! It looks 
at The epic unfolding story in the Bible of God’s relationship with us, and 
its aim is to help children understand God’s big plan for his beautiful 
world. It’s for children from five to eleven years old and will be held in 
Trinity Community Church hall. It’s a Penicuik Churches Together 
initiative in partnership with Scripture Union Scotland, which we hope will 
be supported by all the local churches.  

There are several ways in which you, as an individual, can support the 
Club including working directly with the children, helping to prepare 
snacks, donating towards the cost of the venture and praying for all 
those involved, both adult volunteers and children. Prayer is also 
requested for the success of the Club, that those youngsters who attend 
will understand God’s love for them through the significance of what 
Jesus has done, and personally respond to Him.  

If you would like more information about the Club or would like to help in 
any of the ways mentioned above, please contact me, either in Church 
on Sundays or at any other time by phone. 

Meantime, I will be praying that volunteers will come forward to help 
make the Club a great success. 

Marion Mather
07795 033 090
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Last Word 

I am doing some reading and research into the current debate on 
assisted dying. A Bill was laid before the Scottish Parliament in April this 
year. I am going to be writing a paper on this subject as part of a series 
of discussions on topical issues of theology and ethics taking place in 
July in St George’s House within the grounds of Windsor Castle. I shall 
be attending these discussions, which will be interesting and 
challenging. 

As part of my degree course I elected to write a paper on death and 
dying, so have quite a few books on the subject and have done a fair 
amount of thinking, praying and reflecting on death and dying already. I 
will now need to add to this by considering the draft legislation laid 
before the Scottish Parliament.  

I have no clear view on assisted dying just now. I am not 100% against 
it, but I have instinctive reservations that I need to address and explore. I 
wonder how you view this subject? Would it be worth holding a session 
to explore this subject at some point? 

Two books I found extremely helpful when starting to explore issues 
around death and dying were Ernest Becker’s The Denial of Death and 
Atul Gwande’s Being Mortal: Illness, Medicine and What Matters In The 
End. I highly recommend them. 

The course Well Prepared, that I have now run twice, on accepting our 
mortality and planning for our death has helped people become more 
able to talk about the inevitable and not let a fear of death or dying have 
a detrimental impact on living our lives now. I am happy to run this 
course again, if there is an interest.   

Nick Bowry
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Contact details 

Revd Nick Bowry 

The Rectory 
23 Broomhill Road 
Penicuik EH26 9EE 

01968 678254 
email: rector.pandwl[at]gmail.com 

For donations to any of the causes mentioned in this issue, 
please contact the treasurer for St James the Less, John 
McCulloch (treasurer[at]stjamesthelesspenicuik.org) 

Websites 
St Mungo’s:	 	 	 https://stmungoswestlinton.org/ 
St James the Less:	 https://stjamesthelesspenicuik.org/ 

Next Deadline 
Please send copy to Sue Owen at the email address below by  
Sunday 4th August 2024 

The next issue of In Touch will be distributed on  
Sunday 25th August 2024 

Email: intouch[at]stjamesthelesspenicuik.org

https://stmungoswestlinton.org/
https://stjamesthelesspenicuik.org/
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