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Malachi 3: 1-4 
Philippians 1: 3-11 
Luke 3: 1-6 
 
 
Prepare the Way of the Lord! 
 
 
This last month, as I prepared for visitors to come and stay in the 
Rectory, admittedly the visitors were my daughters, I had to do a 
quick audit of the Rectory and decide what I need to do to make it 
ready to receive guests. 
 
All the things I normally tolerated – that lamp shade askew, actually 
spotting there wasn’t a lampshade on one light fitting, the fridge 
shelves not perhaps having had a decent wipe down since… well 
never mind when, to name but a few – needed looked at afresh. The 
busyness of daily life, of knowing I would get round to it ‘one day’, 
had to stop. I had to hit the pause button, lift up my head and notice 
what needed to be done. The meandering valley created by the piles 
of books I have got used to navigating around on the study floor, was 
just another thing I had gotten so used to, it was as if I was blind to it.  
 
Admittedly, I didn’t have John the Baptist shouting in my ear, telling 
me to repent for the forgiveness of sins, or to prepare the way of the 
Lord, to make the paths through my study straight, to hoover ever 
valley and dismantle the mountains of books, to polish the tables and 
clean the bathroom sink, to make all things smooth. 
 
In a strange way though, my burst of critical domestic scrutiny and 
then domestic activity to make everything right, is very similar to the 
effect of the cry of John the Baptist in the desert hoped to achieve. 
 



The people had been busy getting on with their lives, sort of 
following the tenets of their Jewish faith, enough to be accepted by 
others and meeting social norms, but not perhaps really paying full 
attention to them in their heads or their hearts. Things had got a bit 
scruffy and lax in their lives. God wasn’t central to their lives and for 
some God was totally missing. 
 
And then…. Along came John the Baptist. Out of the blue, well, out of 
the desert, his voice came. He proclaimed a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. John proclaimed this because he knew 
that our Lord and Saviour was coming soon. 
 
But instead of calling for people to hoover their carpets, polish the 
furniture, buy some lampshades, and get the best crockery out, he 
told people that they should prepare for baptism; a baptism of 
repentance, not a very fashionable word, repentance.  
 
John called for people to change their minds, not just, ‘now I think x 
whereas I used to think y’ but a deeper change of mind, choosing to 
seeing the world as God sees it. John proclaimed their repentance is 
for the forgiveness of sins. The Greek word used – that gets 
translated as ‘forgiveness’- means ‘to let go’. So when we change our 
minds and see things as God sees them, when we act as God would 
wish us to act, then God will forgive or let go of our sins.  
 
In this Advent season, in preparation for the Prince of Peace, John is 
calling and challenging us to once more do our own internal 
inventories and checks, and get our lives in order, so that we may be 
ready and in an appropriate state to receive our Lord Jesus.  
 
Luckily, or perhaps unluckily for me, it isn’t about whether I have 
done the high dusting or ironed the tablecloth, or shifted those piles 
of books. If only it were that easy! It is about taking time to take a 
step back, to hear John the Baptist’s proclamation, and do some 



work; to do an honest appraisal of our lives, and see where we have 
created valleys and mountains, created crooked and rough paths.  
If Jesus visited me today, what bits of my life might I want hidden 
away out of sight in the cupboard under the stairs? Maybe those are 
things John is calling us to repent about, to change our minds and 
reorient them towards God.  
 
Old habits die heard. I confess to already having a few books starting 
to form a new range of hills on my study floor. I have slid back and 
haven’t really changed for good. But it was a start. I do resolve to 
stop the hills becoming mountains… 
 
I wonder how John the Baptist is challenging you to change, to 
prepare the way, so that you are ready to meet Jesus? What is it you 
struggle with, that with God’s grace, you can change, to walk with 
your God, in peace? 
 
 
 
 
 
   


