
Year B Proper 34 Christ the King 
 
Daniel 7: 9-10 & 13-14 
Revelation 1: 4b-8 
John 18: 33-37 
 
 
King of truth, love and compassion 
 
Today begins the last week in our liturgical year. This Sunday we 
celebrate ‘Christ the King’. It can lead us to reflect on the meaning of 
Christ’s reign. By that I mean Christ’s reign over the Church, the 
world, and most importantly, our lives. We can pause to reflect on 
what does it mean for Christ to be called ‘King’, and what does it 
mean for us to choose to live with Christ as our King. 
 
I want to start with Pilate, a major figure in today’s gospel reading. 
He didn’t have the title of King, but he was someone who claimed 
the role of governing as if he was a king. Pilate was given his power 
by Rome. He bragged about his power and authority to Jesus, saying 
“I can crucify anyone” (19:10). But despite his swagger, his threats 
and his place of power in Israel, he was fearful. Fearful because at 
any time the Romans could decide he wasn’t up to the job and oust 
him. He was forever mindful of who put him into power, and how 
quickly he could lose his position. Pilate was also fearful because he 
needed the cooperation of the local populace and the main powerful 
players in Jerusalem, basically the Chief Priests and members of the 
Sanhedrin. Pilate had to play a careful political strategy. Despite 
declaring his power and authority, in reality Pilate was not really in 
control at all. He was trapped by needing to keep different interest 
groups onside. 
 
Pilate had to face the reality of his situation, a situation he got 
himself into. He could not do what he wanted, he was always having 



to work out what was most expedient for him to do to please the 
Romans and not aggravate the local leaders too much either. 
 
Pilate is an example to us all. To some extent, if we are not careful, 
we too can be trapped like Pilate was, trying to steer a course 
between influences on our lives, not able to live a life based on truth. 
Unfortunately, we can see this played out in national politics; it does 
seem as if a politician wishes to remain in power or hold a position of 
power, authority and privilege, they often seem to have to forgo 
telling the truth, to acting against their consciences, being captive to 
a particular party line, even when it is morally indefensible. 
  
Today, we are also not entirely free. In one way or another we are 
held captive by our way of life, influenced by our culture and society. 
For good reasons we may have to align ourselves to our employer’s 
values and culture, and these may either totally align with our 
personal values or may at worst mean we subjugate who we are and 
our values to those of our employer or local culture, compromising 
some of who we are. Even our consumption of the resources of this 
beautiful earth, the pressures of a consumerist society, the 
expectations to consume and travel, can compromise us. The result 
is that we may not lead a life of truth. We may be ‘trapped’ into an 
untruthful way of being. It can take considerable fortitude and 
resilience to start to take a different path, to become freer and 
follow the way of truth, love and compassion. To no longer be 
trapped by a way of living that does not reflect Christ’s values, 
Kingdom values.  
 
It can be hard to follow the way of truth, love and compassion as an 
individual, no matter how earnest we are and no matter how much 
we may pray. It is easier to do as part of the wider family of Christ, 
sharing our values and faith with others – not to create a holy huddle 
that tries to deny the existence of the rest of the world, but as a way 
of giving us the resilience and strength to go out into and be part of 
the world and not only abide by Christ’s kingdom values but to do 



our best to demonstrate them to others, knowing we won’t always 
get it right. 
    
Jesus, who never called himself King, was solely answerable to a 
loving compassionate and consistent father. It was Pilate who asked 
Jesus if he was King of the Jews (John 18:33).  
Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” (John 18:34)  
Jesus was inviting Pilate into a different sort of conversation, not one 
of accusation and not one based on fear, but one inviting Pilate to be 
his true self, to have an adult to adult conversation, grounded in 
truth. 
 
I am sure Jesus knew that Pilate would find it almost impossible to 
let the mask slip and have a conversation based on openness and 
honesty. Pilate would have become far too vulnerable if he spoke the 
truth. But Jesus was always looking for the possibility of such 
conversations creating new relationships and self-understanding. 
 
I am sure Jesus had compassion for Pilate, recognising that Pilate, 
more than Jesus himself, was trapped – even though Jesus had been 
arrested, beaten and was at the mercy of Pilate. Pilate was trapped 
in his efforts to remain and appear all powerful, trapped between his 
need to satisfy the Romans whilst doing his best to control the 
people and their leaders.  
 
The conversation between Pilate and Jesus continues, and Pilate 
struggles to understand Jesus. This is not surprising. Pilate’s whole 
life was based on developing his political profile, seeking preference 
and power and authority on what he saw as an upward trajectory; he 
viewed life through that lens. He couldn’t conceive of a different 
type of King, a king whose kingdom did not rely on political influence, 
whose kingdom did not rely on physical strength and threats, a king 
whose kingdom was based on truth, on love, on compassion, on 



valuing every person, indeed prioritising the poor, the naked, the 
starving, the prisoner, the sick.  
 
Jesus said to Pilate, “You say that I am a King. For this I was born, and 
for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who 
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 
 
I was particularly struck by that last sentence. “Everyone who 
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 
 
Christ the King has a voice, that when we listen to it, leads us 
towards truth. When we pay attention to siren voices, voices that do 
not speak the truth, voices that lure us with riches, with all sorts of 
things that glitter, voices that lure us into thinking that it is OK to 
judge, to hate, to just bend things a bit from the straight and narrow, 
we are starting to distance ourselves from Christ. 
 
Christ the King has a voice, the voice of a servant king. It is not a 
voice demanding homage, not demanding that we pervert our true 
ways, not demanding we trap ourselves into ways of being and 
thinking that cause us fear or misuse of power or authority. 
 
Christ the King invites us to be faithful witnesses. We are in a time 
when this world is in desperate need of faithful witnesses: people 
who will speak truth to power, will speak up for those who have no 
voice, will speak about gross inequalities and ever-growing 
disparities of wealth and income and of the quality of lives, will speak 
up for our planet.  
 
How are we to respond to Christ the King? We know that Christ is the 
truth, Christ is the way. We are invited by the servant King to follow 
him, to follow the path of truth. That path involves us in 
understanding and following Christ’s example as best we can. 
  



To serve others and treat others as we would wish to be treated – 
these involve an element of denial of our own needs, an element of 
sacrifice of what we can have, to enable and benefit others less 
fortunate. Being faithful witnesses also includes finding ways to love 
our neighbour and those we find it hardest to love. 
 
Christ as a King is not a paradoxical statement. We have been given 
freewill by God to choose for ourselves how to live our lives. I believe 
Christ wills us to respond with love, seeking to follow the way of 
truth, to continuing our struggle with human wilfulness and the traps 
that can divert us from our walk with Christ.  
 
Jesus said, “Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 
 
May you listen to the voice of Christ the King and discern how 
belonging to the truth may help you on your journey, your pilgrimage 
through life, and I pray Christ the King lights your way. 
 
   


