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After beavering away in Penicuik & West Linton with an annual nod towards world 
and church unity in what may have been Scotland’s only celebrations of OWW, this 
year it appears to be an event whose time has come.  Predictably, the official theme 
for OWW has COP 26 in mind: ‘Act Now For Our Children’s World’.  The 
prominence of Climate Change as a global problem and location of COP 26 in 
Glasgow next week means that there is a danger of Climate Overload. The diocese is 
building up its own little puff of steam with pilgrimages ending in Glasgow. All of 
which presented me with a problem: we focused on Climate Change in 2019, led by 
the then Manager of Penicuik Storehouse, Julian Holbrook (nothing like being ahead 
of the curve!). In our ‘Creation Season’ this year, Climate Change has been a 
recurring feature. So where should our focus be placed this morning?  
 
Inspired by today’s gospel, the healing of blind Bartimaeus, I have chosen an 
overarching  theological theme:  

‘Restoring Sight To The Blind.’ 
I will be suggesting an urgent need for theological as well as geo-political change.  
Jesus came to restore sight to the blind in a metaphorical sense, calling for a change of 
direction, towards oases and away from recurring cliff edges. His purpose was 
summed up in our first hymn (137, NHWS), about the initial call to the disciples, one 
extended to all who claim to follow him. Before getting down to scriptural detail, 
however, I offered some recent words of Richard Rohr (Centre for Action and 
Contemplation) as a ‘Thought for the Day’ (in reality thought for a lifetime!).  

“Creation is more important than any book” 
 
Through these words, Richard Rohr addresses people of the three great religions of 
‘The Book’ [our Old Testament], Judaism, Islam and Christianity.  He says to all 
three, creation is more important than any book, be it Torah, Koran or Bible. The 
thought is stunning in its simplicity, radical in implication and unifying in principle 
and lies at the heart of many of our global travails. Contemplating nature’s creatures 
brings one closer to the creator than texts of scripture. Richard went on to say- 
    
 ‘We meet God in creation because we meet God everywhere! Instead of a 
barrier to the spiritual life, creation is a doorway.’ 
 
He also quoted a poem by Franciscan Sister, Ilia Delio, giving her view of 
creation  
 Love, Spilling over on the canvas of space-time; 
Creation is like a song that flows in the most beautiful of harmonies. 
What could possibly account for such 
Creative beauty bubbling up into life? 
Could it be The Beauty of Life itself, 
A Divine community of Love? . . . 
 



With that word picture in mind, we dipped into ‘The Book’ and heard a bit of 
Jeremiah (Ch 31 v 7-11) about a promise that Israel would soon be released from   
Exile. Few readings from ‘The Book’ could be more relevant to the situations we find 
ourselves in today: 
   in the short term we face a winter of discontent, captives of a virus that won’t let us 
go and that threatens to run riot in Africa. 
  in the long-term, there are dire warnings that our torching of the planet must end.  
We’ve heard about ‘The Exile’ so many times before that we can become immune to 
its inhumanity and have difficulty relating to it: seen as half-way to holocaust; 
enforced migration or lockdown (by foreigners in their country!) without virus, we 
can better feel their plight. The promised release had a very important, inclusive 
feature: the most vulnerable, pregnant women, the blind and the lame, will be in the 
vanguard. Recovery will not just following the law of the rest of nature - survival of 
the fittest: the return will be a compassionate example of ‘love spilling over the 
canvas of space-time’, with the strong supporting the weak.  
‘Love will shepherd the flock’. 
 
Inclusivity was also to the fore in our Gospel from our Other Book, the New 
Testament (Mark 10 v 46-52). Whether or not Mark wrote this story as a parable, 
there are advantages in us interpreting it as such this morning. Jesus and his disciples 
are on the road, their target, Jerusalem; they had reached the oasis town Jericho, scene 
of Joshua’s triumph in The Book. They still had 18 miles to go, ascending ½-a-mile 
through desert conditions. The journey was a return from exile in the sense that theirs 
had been a radical, undercover mission to evade the attention of occupying and native 
forces, followers of the old way of peace by violent domination. The new way would 
not forget or sideline the vulnerable, represented by blind Bartimaeus: rather, it would 
demonstrate how human love could and would complete the canvas, sweeping across 
space-time. Then was not the time or place for miracles of healing by touch but 
healing takes place, generated by the blind man himself, who can fully see the 
significance of what was happening.  
Jesus says ‘your faith has made you well, go your way’. 
 Bartimaeus does so, not just resuming his old way but ‘following Jesus on the road’.  
 
Those words of Jesus are as stunning in their simplicity, profound in their 
implications and unifying in principle as those of Richard Rohr about creation 
creation. Let’s dwell on the word ‘faith’ and what it consisted of: the short answer is ‘ 
not very much’- much less than the articles of faith developed and argued over much 
later by church denominations; far fewer words than the Nicene creed; almost a one-
liner in fact. For Bartimaeus (and Mark?), ‘faith’ was ‘trust that a Jew (in the mould 
of Israel’s first king but who he could not see) set on a path of non-violent resistance 
and self-sacrifice, could restore a nation’s vision. 
 
The story works powerfully as a metaphor for humankind’s search for God, that 
desire to see and know the divine, which had so far sent the Israelites, periodically, 



down blind alleys to near oblivion.  This dark period was ending right before their 
eyes in a life laid down for others- it was the way of salvation. Delio’s ‘divine 
community of love’ was accessible to all, however blind they may have been. 
 
The implications for today’s church, including our own community, who fret about 
developing their faith, are profound. We need do no more than follow blind 
Bartimaeus and the path trod by Jesus, living for others. Outsiders, those who would 
claim to be non-religious and blind to the needlessly complex demands of all faiths, 
would be more likely to see themselves as potential brush strokes on that canvas of 
love as traveling companions of Bart. 
 
After two successful operations to remove cataracts, I am able to see the vibrant 
colours of Autumn for the first time for years. A veil has been lifted by removing 
plaques that constituted a barrier between me and my surroundings. Inherited 
complexities of faith and praxis are like cataracts that prevent people from finding 
God in creation. They are so ingrained and venerated by those in ecclesiastical power 
that those who shout out, like Bartimaeus, will be told to ‘sssshhh’. But unless the 
religious give ground, distil their precepts and wean out some of what Greta Thunberg 
would call the ‘bla-bla’ in the climate change context, they could also be set on a road 
to extinction, which would not be good for the planet. For unless we humans wholly 
embrace creation with reverence and seek harmony with it, something requiring an 
awareness of ‘otherness’ and a power beyond our own, the threat of planetary 
extinction may not recede.  
                                             Neville 
PS The service continued with an Agape rather than the usual eucharist to drive home 
the point that a simpler faith was also a more inclusive faith: it ended as follows 

	
‘Agape’	Prayer			 
Friends,	we	gather	around	this	table	of	remembrance	and	celebration	with	a	
shared	confidence	in	Perfect	Love,	exemplified	by	Jesus,	the	Christ	of	the	
Church.		We	gather	united	by	an	Eternal	Spirit	dwelling	in	each	of	us,	accepted	just	
as	we	are.	 
			As	people	of	joy	and	thankfulness,	we	bring	our	praises	for	the	awe	and	wonder	of	
the	universe.	As	people	who	have	long	memories,	we	recall	times	from	our	past	and	
give	thanks	for	companionship	on	our	pilgrimage,	encouraged	to	grow	beyond	what	
we	are.	As	people	who	often	fear	the	unknown,	may	we	be	stirred	to	put	each	other	
at	ease	about	the	future.	 
    As	we	share	this	bread	together	we	symbolise	our	inherent	unity.		At	this	sacred	
moment,	we	re-enact	events	on	the	night	before	Jesus	died,	when,	sitting	with	his	
friends	at	table,	he	took	the	bread	and,	giving	thanks,	broke	and	shared	it	with	
them.	We	now	do	the	same,	breaking	bread	as	the	symbol	of	a	life	sacrificed	for	
others,	crushed	by	authorities,	disturbed	by	the	way	he	lived,	yet	enduring.	It	is	the	
Bread	of	Life	offered	to	us	and	to	all	people.	Jesus	then	took	the	cup	of	wine,	blessed	
it	and	shared	it	with	his	friends.	So,	we	remember	Jesus:	what	he	was,	what	he	is,	



and	what	he	always	will	be	and	we	now	pledge	to	do	likewise,	offering	our	lives	in	
sacrifice,	praise	and	thanksgiving.			We	share	this	bread	as	symbol	of	a	life	lived	for	
others,	constantly	renewing	life	in	each	one	of	us.	We	need	nothing	more	for	our	
journey:	the	table	is	ready!	 
The	congregation	came	forward,	one-at-a-time,	and	received	a	piece	of	the	one	loaf,	
with	no	words	said.		
	
Post	Agape	prayer 

Including God,  
You in us and we in you, may we be completely One 
So that the world might know the love that leaves no-one behind, unlocks doors and 
eliminates fear; that opens hearts and provides a home. May we include because you 
first included us. You so loved the world you gave, sent and came. Help us to act 
together for One World in peace so that none may perish but have fullness of life. 

Commitment	(All):		 

The	world	is	here	for	all	to	share,	a	world	of	beauty	and	plenty.		 
We	will	foster	in	each	other	a	desire	to	live	simply,		
						so	that	our	lives	reflect	the	generosity	surrounding	us.		 
We	take	responsibility	for	the	earth	and	its	climate,		
						a	world	of	riches	and	delight.		 
We	will	live	sustainably,		
						so	that	those	who	follow	us	enjoy	the	fruits	created.		 
We	will	change	and	forge	relationships	that	mirror	the	harmony	
							of	the	universe.		 
We	will	act	in	solidarity,	so	that	the	pillars	of	injustice	
					crumble	and	those	now	crushed	are	set	free.									Amen.		

	 
Dispersal	(All)	 

We	go	out	into	the	world	to	serve	the	people	we	meet,	in	the	places	we	go	
to	and	in	the	lives	we	lead.		 
We	leave,	both	blessed	and	blessing,	this	day	and	forever	more.				Amen	

 
 


