
Sunday 10 October 2021  
Amos 5:6-7,10-15 
Hebrews 4:12-16 
Mark 10:17-31 

May the words that I speak and the thoughts of all our hearts be acceptable in 
your sight, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

We have recently visited our daughter and grandson in Wales.  Our visit was a 
few days after his 13th birthday.  We had all sent money so that he could buy a 
Light Sabre, a weapon apparently used by the Jedi in Star Wars.  He was 
eagerly awaiting the arrival of this weapon but was devastated when the delivery 
was postponed till the weekend.  Our grandson’s weapon, when it arrived, 
turned out to be a long, narrow light tube attached to a handle with buttons on it.  
When these were pressed, the neon light changed colour and various rather 
scary sounds could be heard.  As darkness approached, the 36 inch tube took 
on a more menacing aspect, especially when he crept up behind me and then 
suddenly switched it on. 

Our reading this morning from the letter to the Hebrews compares the word of 
God to a very sharp two-edged sword.  It says the word of God is living and 
active, it is able to judge our thought and actions, nothing can be covered up.  
The author goes on to say: Before God no creature is hidden, all are laid bare to 
the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account of ourselves.  This 
might seem to be a very frightening scenario.  We all know our own faults and 
weaknesses; we may hide them from others but not from God – how can we 
hope to stand in his presence? 

And now the writer moves to Jesus and describes him as our great High Priest.  
The High Priest for the Jews, at the time of Jesus, was their nearest point of 
human contact with God.  A bit like many Roman Catholics today might feel 
about the Pope.  However, both these are just ordinary men like us.  For the 
Jews, the High Priest stood as their representative before God and at certain 
times of the year he was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies – God’s resting 
place on earth.  It was the only part of the temple in Jerusalem which had a roof 
and three walls, with a curtain across the entrance.  It was at the far end of the 
courtyard reserved for the priest and men; women couldn’t even catch a glimpse 
of the outside of this small room.  When the High Priest went into the Holy of 
Holies, a string was attached to his ankle so that if he became ill he could be 
pulled out.  No one could go inside to rescue him as they would be struck dead 
by God!  Again a terrifying image of God in relation to us mortals.  But in the 
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image of Jesus as our High Priest, the author of the letter to the Hebrews paints 
a totally different picture.  Jesus can sympathise with us and our failings.  He 
has lived on earth amongst us and can understand our weaknesses and 
temptations.  Therefore we can approach the presence of God. 

And at this point, let’s look at our story from the Gospel of Mark.  A rich young 
man runs to catch up with Jesus and his disciples just as they are about to 
leave.  Not something a status-conscious young man might want to be seen 
doing, chasing after an itinerant preacher of no fixed address.  We can imagine 
him out of breath, panting, as he asks a question that we may have asked: what 
must I do to inherit eternal life, or a better translation: be part of God’s Kingdom. 
The young man also addresses Jesus as good teacher.  Is this flattery because 
he wants to be offered this wonderful prize?  But Jesus sees through this.  Or is 
the young man truly seeking an answer even if that answer might not be what 
he wants to hear.  What is the answer to that question for us?  Are we ready to 
hear what Jesus is saying to us about our lives if we want to follow him and be 
part of that eternal Kingdom now.  Jesus gives the young man a chance to be 
really honest about himself and his weaknesses.  He asks him if he has lived in 
accordance with the ten commandments.  In other words, has he not harmed 
anyone by his actions.  The young man answers in the affirmative.  He has 
known and followed the commandments since he was a child, and Jesus 
looking at him loved him, because what he said was true.  But for this young 
man, Jesus can see through him and he recognises that the wealth and status 
of this young man is very precious to him. 

Most of us may not consider ourselves wealthy, although by the standards of the 
third world we are.  We do not live in a country where we are totally unable to 
feed ourselves or our families; where we do not have access to clean water or 
sanitation; and particularly the vaccines which might save our lives.  Our lives 
bear no resemblance to how many people struggle to exist. 

And maybe like the rich young ruler we have something else which is very 
precious to us and we are unwilling  to share or give up.  Because we are not 
just rich in terms of our possessions and wealth but in terms of time.  Most of us 
here are retired, although it often feels as if we are more busy than we have 
ever been.  We might be rich in terms of the particular talents we have been 
given, for example, in terms of understanding new technology which has 
become so important to us all in the recent months and we can share this 
competence with others. 
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In the story WE are that rich young ruler; we might answer yes to the question 
as the young man did: we have never committed murder, theft adultery or fraud 
etc.  And Jesus looks into OUR hearts and he loves us, but he also sees our 
weaknesses that others never see.  Yes, we try not to harm those around us, but 
what do we hold back?  What do we offer that is positive to our community?  
Jesus says to us as he said to the rich young ruler: think about what you are 
holding back, the gifts you have been given, the wealth you have acquired; 
share that and truly follow me. 

If we go back a few verses beyond our reading from Mark’s gospel this morning, 
we find the answer to the young man’s question: How can I achieve eternal life 
in God’s Kingdom?  Jesus has been blessing the small children in the crowds 
that gathered around him, much to the annoyance of the disciples who seem to 
have regarded it as a waste of time.  When Jesus is questioned about what he 
is doing, his answer is whoever does not receive the Kingdom of God as a little 
child will never enter it.  The Kingdom of God is for those who make no claims to 
power or status, but just receive it, joyfully, as a gift. 

Nicodemus, a prominent Pharisee who came to see Jesus in the story in John’s 
gospel, is told by Jesus he has to be born again if he wants to be part of the 
Kingdom of God.  He is an old man, so he asks the question: how can I be born 
again? … / become like a little child?  I think what Jesus is try to say to his 
disciples, Nicodemus, and to us now, is that we have to have the nature of a 
small child who loves and trusts unconditionally. 

Jesus is our representative before God.  He has flung open the door to heaven 
from the moment of his death, when the curtain across the entrance to the Holy 
of Holies was torn apart.  We will receive mercy because of Jesus’s  sacrifice; 
we will also experience God’s grace/undeserved love reaching out to us.  The 
barriers between us and God have been destroyed.  If only we had the faith to 
leap into the open arms of Christ.  That’s what we are being offered. 

I distinctly remember when I had not seen our granddaughter for many months, I 
came up to stay with them.  Her mum suggested I went to school to meet her. 
She didn’t know I was coming, but as she came out of school she spotted me in 
the playground, raced towards me and jumped into my arms. 

This is how we have entry into God’s Kingdom.  It starts here and now.  Jesus 
waits to welcome us with open arms.  Not to be judged but to be loved and 
forgiven.  I wonder what happened to the rich young ruler.  Was he ever able to 
give up what he had always considered the most important things in his life and 
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trust and follow Jesus?  We will never know, but we can learn from his 
encounter with Jesus because Jesus asks us the same question: are YOU really 
ready to be my disciple and accept all the implications that will have on your life. 
AMEN  Joy Middleton 
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