
Year B Transfiguration Sunday 

2 Kings 2: 1-12 
2 Corinthians 4: 3-6 
Mark 9: 2-9 
 
 
 
Thresholds 
 
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable to you, Lord, my rock and my redeemer. Amen. 
 
 
Our Old Testament reading of the last days on earth of Elijah speak 
to us of a key moment in the leadership of the Israelites. God’s 
action is visible – a fiery chariot takes Elijah away from Elisha into the 
presence of God. At that moment in time there is no indication as to 
whether Elisha will receive what he wished. Elisha wished to receive 
a double share of Elijah’s spirit. He picked up Elijah’s mantle, but that 
was a human artefact, and did not necessarily signify that God’s 
blessings had been placed on Elisha. Elijah had told Elisha that if he 
witnessed his ascension then he would be granted his wish. 
 
Elisha knew Elijah, his teacher and mentor, would be taken from him 
by God, but he didn’t quite know when. Elisha had to adjust to 
thinking about life without his teacher and mentor, but as with our 
own life experiences of loss, it is only after it actually happens, and 
we are no longer in the physical presence of that person do we get a 
real sense of what that loss means for us, and just how we have to 
adjust to a new situation. Like Elisha, God is with us at such times. 
Elisha also had to step in to the future and make the deliberate 
choice to take up Elijah’s mantle. Only in following that path did he 
truly know if he had received God’s blessing. Elisha chose to follow 
that path.  
 



In our gospel reading of the Transfiguration, there are several acts of 
change going on. Most obviously Jesus is transfigured. Jesus is joined 
by Elijah and Moses. This was a pivotal moment for Jesus, as from 
this point in time Jesus turns his face towards Jerusalem, towards a 
confrontation between the subversive and dangerous ministry of His 
love and the brutal military force of the occupying army together 
with the religious authorities anxious to maintain their power and 
practices; religious authorities who enforced the laws and 
interpreted them through the prism of power and control, not 
through the prism of God’s love and compassion which had been 
pronounced time and again by the prophets. 
 
The three disciples that accompanied Jesus; Peter, James and John, 
also go through a transformative experience. It was an experience 
that must have been frightening, so out of anything they could have 
ever imagined happening. They saw a dazzling Jesus with Moses and 
Elijah. They were enveloped in a cloud and heard the voice of God 
saying, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” And then, as 
suddenly as the cloud had enveloped them, it disappeared, and the 
three of them were on the mountain, alone with Jesus. 
 
For the three disciples, this experience, this epiphany – for that is 
what it was for them, a true revelation by God – must have been a 
pivotal moment. Whether they liked it or not, they had experienced 
something which would fundamentally change them. It was a 
threshold moment for them. Their lives would be so different.  
 
The disciples’ lives have changed. They didn’t quite know in what 
way, but the path they were now choosing would lead them into a 
deeper love of Jesus, and would lead them to be willing to confess 
Jesus and love him more than themselves.  
 
These readings describe pivotal moments in the lives of Elisha, of 
Jesus and the three disciples. At those pivotal moments, something 
became clear, and a choice had to be made. A threshold moment. 



We all act in the moment; in between what was and what will be. 
And in that moment of decision we chart a new path of what will be, 
a change in the path of our lives. 
 
This last year has felt like a very long threshold moment. An 
inbetween time, so to speak. It is as if we are up a mountain and the 
cloud has descended. We don’t know when the cloud will lift. We 
don’t know what the world will look like when the cloud does lift. In 
this time, we can wait for God’s word to guide us, and equip us to 
emerge when eventually the cloud lifts. 
 
We are unlikely to experience such major epiphanies that Elisha and 

the disciples experienced. But we can encounter the Triune God in 

our everyday lives. In our everyday decisions we can choose to 

discern the best course of action that enables us to more closely 

follow the example of Jesus; of love and compassion. Afterall 

Christianity can be summed up quite simply as a way of being in the 

world that means we do the best we can to follow Jesus’ example of 

living a life of simplicity, non-violence, sharing and compassionate 

loving. And Jesus summed up his ministry and his new 

commandment as ‘Love the Lord your God and Love the neighbour 

as yourself’. That is the ‘true north’ we should be aiming to follow. 

 
 
Each day when we make small decisions, decisions that seem 
insignificant in themselves, they accumulate and help us gradually 
change. All these small steps take us on our pilgrimage through life in 
closer relationship with God, and help bring glimpses of God’s 
kingdom into other people’s lives. God is ever present to guide us in 
the small things; the small choices that really paint the picture of our 
lives, just as an impressionist creates a beautiful picture from little 
dabs of paint.  
 



Small steps only require small adjustments; small letting go of things 
to take on new things. It is good practice for when we are called to 
cross a threshold and let go of bigger things, things which may cause 
us sorrow but are no longer useful to us. 
 
Journeying with Jesus as our saviour and guide, we are encouraged, 
we are invited, we are loved, to grow and develop. 
 
The momentous events we have heard read to us today, they show 
us that God can be trusted. God is with us and will guide us when we 
ask and discern the right choice, the right path. 
 
I can recommend the Ignatian practice of a daily examen, that 
enables us in silent prayer to reflect on the decisions we have made 
each day. I can also recommend the Ignatian practice of dwelling 
with God in prayer to get a sense of whether a decision we wish to 
make will bring us desolation or consolation. Maybe these are topics 
for our Monday night faith development sessions at some point in 
the future.    
 
As we prepare for a Lent like no other we have experienced, I 
wonder what thresholds God may be inviting us to encounter, what 
thresholds to cross over, what growth God is encouraging us to 
experience, and what love God is willing to wrap around us as we 
struggle to let go of things, and take a step forward? 
 
In these inbetween times, may God be your guide. 
 
And as the closing responses of the Iona Community daily prayer 
liturgy state: 
‘In work and worship, God is with us. 
Gathered and scattered, God is with us. 
Now and always, God is with us.’ 
 
 


