
Pentecost 5, Year B, Mark 5.21-43 

Lamentations 3:22-33; 2 Corinthians 8.7-15;  

Our gospel reading today has two stories that are very familiar to many of us. 
Embedded in the account of Jairus and his sick daughter is the story of the 
woman who touched Jesus’s cloak.  Now, it may well have happened like this - 
Matthew and Luke record it in the same way - but then they are believed to 
have used Mark as a source. Instead it may have been Mark’s choice to put the 
two stories together. 

Mark uses this sandwich technique a lot to emphasise the points that he wants 
to bring out. Today’s gospel is no different. Here we have two people at the 
end of their own resources turning to Jesus for help. 

We start with Jairus, a Jewish synagogue leader. He is a desperate man; his 
young daughter is dying. So, despite the synagogues being at best sniffy about 
Jesus – and even driving him out on one occasion to kill him - Jairus seeks him 
out, falls at his feet and begs him repeatedly to come and lay his hands on the 
little girl to heal her.  

I wonder, how long did he beg? How many times? Do you wonder, like me, 
why Jesus let him go on? Do you wonder why your own earnest prayers and 
pleas often have to be prayed over and over?  

Anyway, while the answer to the prayer is still in the ether although with Jesus 
on his way to answer it, another desperate person accosts him. Well, not 
accosts him exactly. A woman is also seeking healing and the touch of Jesus. 
But she cannot – she should not - expect it. She is ritually unclean because of 
her persistent vaginal bleeding, as laid out in Leviticus 15.  

If Jesus touches her he will be unclean too and have to self-isolate and go 
through a ritual cleansing.  

But if she can just touch his garment – which was regarded at the time as an 
extension of the person wearing it – if she can just touch it from behind, 
unseen, then she could be healed and Jesus would not know and so not have 
to go through the cleansing rituals. 

And it works! Immediately her haemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body 
that she was healed of her disease. Wow! Just like that! 

But it does not work out quite as she expects because immediately Jesus was 
aware that power had gone forth from him and he calls her out from the 
crowd. Oh dear! Now she has to admit her shameful disease and her 
wrongdoing in touching him.  
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Why does Jesus do that, humiliate her in that way? Why does he not always 
behave towards us sinners in the compassionate understanding way that we 
want? 

But there is compassion in Jesus’s response. By publically exposing her Jesus 
also publically exposes that she is healed and no longer unclean. He frees her 
from future discrimination and rejection.  

But more importantly Jesus is highlighting the reason she was healed. It was 
faith, not some magical act involving touching his garment. It is not the lighting 
of a candle, anointing with oil or the laying on of hands – all of which are good 
- that heal; it is faith. Touching Jesus’s garment was merely an expression of 
faith, not magic. 

How is Jairus feeling while all this is going on? Is he distraught and anxious as I 
suspect I would be, or compassionate for the unfortunate woman, rejoicing in 
her healing and quietly trusting Jesus for his own daughter? We do not know, 
but it is likely given the measure of his faith.  

And now, even before Jesus can resume his journey to heal the little girl news 
comes that she is dead and there is no point in Jesus going any further. But 
Jesus will have none of it. ‘Do not fear, only believe.’ 

What is the crowd muttering at this moment? What are Jesus’s disciples 
saying? Because Jesus proceeds from this point with only Jairus, Peter, James 
and John. He forbids the large crowd that has been pressing in on him from 
going along too. Because faith is what matters and the faithless mutterers are 
excluded. 

It’s the same at Jairus’s house. The people weeping and wailing loudly in 
mourning for the girl that they know is dead are put outside. Just a few who 
can exercise faith – or at least not broadcast waves of unbelief - are taken into 
the dead girl’s room where the miracle of healing clearly takes place. The little 
girl gets up and walks about and is to be given something to eat to confirm and 
consolidate the healing. 

So we have two parallel stories of healing. Two different people, one a 
respected Jewish leader, the other an outcast. But both are destitute, at the 
end of their tether; they have nowhere else to turn. Both risk tarnishing their 
reputation and rejection. Both choose to come to Jesus for a healing touch. 
And for both the healing comes through faith. 

These are familiar stories. So let’s take a moment for a fresh look at them and 
think of ourselves inside the story. But first we need to ask ourselves what 
need do we have of a touch from Jesus? Is there an area of hurt, sickness, 
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despair, weariness or other need that we would love Jesus to heal? Have we 
thought of coming to him? How will we approach? 

 

Where are you in the story? Are you Jairus, someone who needs to disregard 
your previous understanding of how practically the Christian spiritual life 
works, risk your reputation and make a new approach?  Someone who will 
step outside the norms of behaviour in order to pursue Jesus for the touch of 
blessing you need? Someone who will not be afraid to beg, and to go on 
begging because you know that Jesus has the answer? 

Or perhaps you are the woman, someone who is so determined to receive 
from Jesus that you will swim against the tide and reach out to him against all 
the rules of social behaviour? Someone who approaches him with trembling, 
afraid of what other people will think, but driven to it nevertheless, confident 
in the power and grace of Jesus?  

Or are you one of the disciples who say ‘You see the crowd pressing in on you; 
how can you say, “Who touched me?”’ Does your worldview of everyday life 
and healing prevent you from seeing when supernatural power is present, 
from looking for it or expecting it? If so, are you open to change? Can you 
believe in supernatural healing in the name of Jesus? 

Or maybe you are one of the disciples whom Jesus takes on his ministry visit to 
the dead girl to support, pray and witness? Are you one of those church 
members whose support is so valuable to those who minister? 

Or are you Jesus? I don’t mean to be irreverent here but we are the Body of 
Christ. We are – or should be - Jesus in our community. As such are we, either 
as individuals, or even better, as a church together those who bring 
transformation to the situations that we encounter as we go through life? I do 
pray so. Amen 

Chris Shaw 27 June 2021 


