
Epiphany	3-				“Good	News/Bad	News”		
																		Mk1	v	14		and		Jonah	3	
	
Until	recently,	there	were	only	two	kinds	of	News‘Good’	and	‘Bad’:	
then	along	came	‘Fake	News’-	a	deliberate	attempt	to	present	fiction	
as	fact.	Where	we	have	just	two	kinds		to	tell	or	receive,	ww	
sometimes		offer	or	are	offered	a	choice-	
‘Would	you	rather	have	the	Bad	News	or	the	Good	News	first?’		
	
Folk	can	be	divided	into	‘Optimists’	and	‘Pessimists’	on	how	they	
choose:	optimists	will	say	‘Give	me	the	bad	news	first’:	thinking	they	
can	always	make	the	best	out	of	a	bad	situation;	pessimists	will	say	
‘give	me	the	Good	News’:	thinking	things	are	bad	enough	as	it	is!”.		
For	example,	if	I	could	offer	both	Church	Treasurers	Good	or	Bad	
news	this	morning	–	and	of	course,	you	have	to	be	an	optimist	to	be	
one-	they	would	defer	the	Good	News	(that	Ecclesiastical	Insurance	
Co.	are	waiving	all	fire	insurance	premiums	for	a	year)	and	be	glad	
they	asked	for		The	Bad	News	first:	‘come	quickly,	your	church	is	on	
fire!’		
	
Our	reading	from	Jonah	‘Bad	News’	that	Jonah	had	been	asked	to	
deliver.	Jonah	had	been	asked	by	God	to	tell	the	citizens	of	Nineveh	
that	their	city	would	soon	be	set	on	fire,	torched,	set	ablaze!		
Could	he	bring	himself	to	do	it?	Would	anyone	listen	to	such	bad	
news	delivered	by	an	outsider	in	this	vast	city,	whose	citizens	
behaved	so	badly?	Note	that	the	Ninevehians	were	offered	no	Good	
News,	no	sweeteners	to	bribe	them	to	do	the	right	thing.	Jonah	gave	it	
to	them	straight,	doing		exactly	as	he	had	been	told.	Even	the	king	
listened	to	the	bad	news:	all	changed	itheir	ways		and	there	was	a	
happy	ending,	with	disaster	was	averted.		
	
It	nearly	didn’t	happen	that	way.	Nobody	likes	to	be	the	bearer	of	bad	
news	and	Jonah	was	no	exception.	He	had	flunked	the	challenge	first	
time	round	(Jonah	1).	Writing	off	his	chances	of	success,	fearing	for	
his	own	life,	he	ran	away	sea	to	evade	the	challenge,	as	others	have	
done	before	and	since.	The	story	continues	(Jonah2)	with	what	
appears	to	be	‘Fake	News’,	in	which	Jonah’s	bost	is	tossed	around	in	a	



sotorm:	he	get’s	thrown	overboard	and	swallowed	by	a	whale	before	
being	spewed	up.		This	apparently	‘Fake	News’	paints	a	vivid	picture	
of	the	turmoil	faced	by	anyone	called	to	deliver	bad	news.	
	
Thousands	of	intensive	care	doctors	and	nurses	on	Covid	wards	
today	will	tell	you	that	the	story	of	Jonah	is	as	close	as	you	can	get	to	
how	it	feels	to	give	bad	news	to	people	time	and	again.	The	only	Good	
News	was	that	they	had	been	able	to	draw	close,	very,	very	close	to	
their	patients	in	their	hour	of	dire	need.	

****	
	 
Turnong to the Good News from Mk 1, describing the start of Jesus’ 
ministry, its is the story of Jonah in other words. An unknown person 
feeling he was expected to change the hearts and minds of many in the 
face of evident hostility. The powers that be had just arrested Jesus’ 
cousin for daring to mention the “God’’ word and urging them to change 
course. Where Jonah churns in the belly of the whale, Jesus churns things 
over in a wilderness. He then bites the bullet and begins to minister. 
 
Unlike Jonah and unlike his cousin, John, he does not try to shock and 
alarm with Bad News and warnings of impending doom. 
His News is overwhelmingly and unremittingly Good and give straught. 
      ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand’ or 
 “God has drawn close” as modern translations put it. 
 
Its as simple as that ‘“this is the Gospel- this is what to believe – 
you have my word for it-‘  
you don’t need any sweetener-being close to God is as sweet as it can 
get-you have my word for that too!  
 
So how about changing your ways. 

 
Some would say that there is more to the Good  News: that ‘Jesus died 
for my sins: believe that and you will live forever in his company 
 
Whether news is ‘Good’ or ‘Bad’, its  is often embellished in the 
retelling-its not just the Chinese that are guilty. The evangelists did it, 
although Mark managed to contain his enthusiasm better than his 
associates. Jesus’ Good News got embellished. The church liked what it 
heard and is about to set things up for Easter. But the message of 
Epiphany is that God has shown his hand, is at hand and with us-He’s 



 no ‘fly-by-nighter,  He doesn’t evaporate or sublimate. 
 
He is steadying the hand of the nurse, who becomes the eyes and heart of 
family as patients breathe their last. He is the resilient spirit that is able to 
repeat acts of compassion time and again. You cannot get closer to God 
than that- and that’s really GOOD News   
 
Good News that we should never stop trying to BE. 

Neville 


