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Reflections from the Rectory
2020 has not been the year I planned it to be. An understatement, I
know. And I am sure that the same applies to you too. Whatever
plans you had or were starting to form in your mind as we emerged
from the dark and wet of winter, you could not have envisaged how
life was rapidly going to change once lockdown began towards the
end of March.
We have all had to adapt, one way or another. We have experienced
an eternal truth or two.
One is that periods of crisis force change and innovation at a faster
pace than during ‘normal times’. We know that from technological
advancements during wartime. We know it now, based on what we
have had to learn to do differently, to do things in a way we may
have only vaguely thought about. I like to think that some of us have
surprised ourselves by how adaptable we have been, how we have
just got on with things, started to do new things, stopped doing
things, and changed how we did some things.
Another eternal truth is that, unconsciously, we all project forward in
our mind what we expect our life to be like next week, next month,
next year, the next five or ten years. We do it but only really notice it
when an event in our lives forces us to make changes in our lives.
Some of the struggle with change is that we have to ‘give up’ a future
that we didn’t realise was so well formed, until we need to accept
that future isn’t going to happen or is unlikely to happen. We need to
‘grieve’ for the future we are not going to have. We have to accept
that it isn’t going to happen. Some future plans are well thought out
and were consciously made, others of the unconscious type may be
harder to work through because it is only when they have to be
abandoned do we realise we had them to start with!
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In Jesus’s life I sometimes wonder if he expected his ministry and
teaching of the disciples to go on for many more years than it did, or
if he was thankful that he managed to minister and teach for as long
as he did. However, I get the real sense from the gospels that Jesus
wanted to use his time on earth well, ensuring as many people as
possible heard or saw enacted the message of God’s love, grace
and mercy for all. I also get a real sense that Jesus had to hope and
pray for as long as possible to minister and teach, he knew that on
any particular day it could come to an end, and that was more likely
when he was in Jerusalem. He lived every day, focussing on what he
could do that day, truly living in the present. He held in tension living
each day with his overall plan and mission to the Jews and to all
nations, until his final approach to Jerusalem when he knew his life
was in danger and he sought to provide the disciples with some final
lessons, even including during the Last Supper.
Can we hold in healthy tension the focus we have on each day with
having plans for the future but also recognising that the plans we
have are provisional? Life is full of surprises, and perhaps the joke
that we only need to tell God our plans to give God a good laugh, is
a joke we need to learn from.

Nick Bowry
Quote to ponder
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Community Responses during Lockdown
In any crisis or emergency, if we wonder where God is, look for those
who offer a constructive response, who offer themselves in love.
In Penicuik, individuals started up a number of groups to help their
neighbours in response to many people shielding. This organically
grew into what is now called the ‘Penicuik Ambassadors’ (PAs). The
individuals organised their own assets (their time, their cars and
vans, a Facebook page, etc.,) and sourced other assets (St James
the Less Church Hall, funds from the Resilience Fund, etc.,) and
within a very short period of time were providing a really valuable
service to a large number of residents in Penicuik. Some need
prescriptions collected, and some wanted items to keep them and
their families occupied during lockdown. There were food deliveries
and all sorts of other things going on, all facilitated by the PA’s.
In Penicuik a second group came together as they saw the poor
state of the town centre and pavements and kerbs around the town.
This group became the ‘Helping Hands’ and has made a great
difference to the appearance and upkeep of public places and local
streets, and improved safety for pedestrians who were being forced
onto the roads by overhanging bushes. This group came together,
sourced the gardening tools needed, decided where needed their
efforts, publicised the venues, and got on with the tasks.
In West Linton a formal support group was set up with contact
numbers posted through doors and in the local Facebook group, of
residents willing to do shopping, collect prescriptions and just
generally provide a listening ear to their neighbours. Many in the
village have found this service invaluable, especially those who were
shielding.
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In both Penicuik and West Linton, I also know of neighbours in
streets who proactively sought out those shielding in their streets
and did shopping for them, or maintained their gardens. I am sure
there are many many examples of individuals and small informal
groups supporting each other.
These responses all fit the criteria of Asset-Based Community
Development, and some of you have heard me talk about this. There
is a separate article that gives more information on ABCD.

Nick Bowry

Foodbank’s Lockdown Journey
Details taken from articles by Jim Paterson in the Mungo Messenger,
St Mungo’s Church monthly magazine
Food, Facts, Friends foodbank opened in
Penicuik four years ago and is currently
operating out of St Mungo’s church hall in
Kirkhill Road. Project co-ordinator Mark
Wells set up this drop-in centre along with
a team of volunteers, offering food
parcels, information and fellowship with
refreshments. It’s open twice a week all
year round. Food, Facts, Friends are
certified to Midlothian Environmental
Health standards.
With lockdown, and with other users unable to access the hall, the
foodbank was able to expand its operations to accommodate many
who have been furloughed, or whose financial circumstances have
changed due to Covid. Sadly, refreshments have not been available
over recent weeks but friendship is still offered, albeit from a
distance! In pre-covid days, around 350 meals per week would be
distributed but that has increased to a staggering 2,500 meals due to
lockdown.
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With many regular volunteers unable to attend due to age
restrictions, a new team has been formed. While extra personnel
would be helpful, numbers are restricted because of social
distancing.
Financial support has been received from Midlothian Council, which
has been augmented with awards from Penicuik Development Trust,
Radio Forth Cash for Kids and the Lottery Community Fund. In
addition they receive financial donations from individuals from the
local community. These all help in covering the increasing food bill,
currently running at over £1,000 per week.
The FFF foodbank continue to support local businesses where at all
possible, by purchasing foodstuff from them. These include David
Seez at the pie shop in the High Street and Allan Ramsay Hotel
Carlops, who both cook fresh ready meals, and Boak the butcher.
This augments the donations from Costco, Tesco, Marks and
Spencer, Greggs and other local businesses.

Picking up supplies for the FFF foodbank
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Food storage is an increasing problem. The foodbank has become a
victim of its own success and has outgrown current capacity in the
hall. Mark, with the backing of the Trustees, has acquired new
premises in the old Royal Bank building, adjacent to the Post Office.
This is in the process of being refurbished to meet Midlothian
Environmental Health standards and will be fully operational by 31st
August. This larger building will allow the charity to introduce new
services during the week in addition to the Monday and Friday
foodbank days.
Please remember and pray for those who find themselves in
desperate times due to the pandemic and, if you can, support your
local foodbank.
Details available on Facebook or contact Mark on 07507 697 109 or
email foodfactsfriends@gmail.com.

Marion Mather

Mark, Marion and other volunteers have been extremely
busy lately, moving the FFF foodbank to its new home in
the old RBS building in Penicuik precinct.
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Covid-19 Reflections
Like many, I fully intended keeping a diary during lockdown, but have
only managed a few pieces of writing. I'm sure many folk in the
congregation (and visitors participating in our services and courses)
will have found their own way to record events and feelings during
lockdown.
It would be of interest to compile some kind of St JtL Journal of a
plague year, originally written by Daniel Defoe some 300 years ago.
I would welcome contributions: your reactions; what you’ve most
missed; good things that happened like little acts of kindness from
neighbours; what you have taken from the Zoom services; the
importance of music; how have you kept any interest groups going
virtually; pros and cons of technology at a time like this; any craft
work, painting done at this time; etc. I hope this gives some idea of
what you might wish to contribute.
It doesn't have to be a lengthy piece. It might include photos, helpful
prayers and quotes, and could be attributed anonymously if
preferred. To summarise: a snapshot of a congregation in a time of
national emergency - a virtual time-capsule for later members of St
James the Less.
Please email contributions to phillg13[at]toucansurf.com or
handwritten items can be put through my letterbox. Thank you.

Georgina Phillips
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Short of something to read?
‘Up The Lane’
Voices from the family of St James the Less
Scottish Episcopal Church, Penicuik
Copies are still available: £10 cash or cheque
(payable to St James Episcopal Church, Penicuik)
available from
St James Rectory, Broomhill Road, Penicuik
Pen-y-Coe Press, Bridge Street, Penicuik
Whitie's Bookshop, Pennel's Close, Peebles
or contact: phillg13[at]toucansurf.com
In the pipeline are a revised edition of the Remember Them
memorials, booklets on the Tin School, and Ministers at St James.

Spiritual Books for 2020
Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others
by Barbara Brown Taylor
Discussion on Monday 31st August at 7pm
Once every three months or so there will be a discussion about a
book of Nick’s choice. Nick has intentionally chosen four authors
whose style of writing is quite different from each other.
The third book in the series is ‘Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of
Others’ by Barbara Brown Taylor.
To be discussed on Monday 31st August at 7pm.
The fourth book in the series is ‘Reconciliation’ by Muthuraj Swamy.
To be discussed on Monday 30th November at 7pm
https://zoom.us/j/380706599
Meeting ID: 380 706 599
One tap mobile
+442034815237,,380706599# United Kingdom
+442034815240,,380706599# United Kingdom
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The Universal Christ by Richard Rohr
Book review
As you might know, Nick is running a
“Spiritual Reading Group”. We read one
book every three months or so and the
discussions are attended by about six to
eight people.
“The Universal Christ” was the second book
we read this year, and as one of our number
said “It’s going to take me a long time to
finish this book because each sentence
seems to hold so much to think about”. I
found it a revelation to read.

Richard Rohr, the author, is a Franciscan Catholic Priest and I am
afraid I was a little bit wary at first. Yet within a page or two, I could
hardly put the book down. Often, Rohr seemed to be writing my own
thoughts, and it felt wonderful to have my own flavour of Christianity
validated by a respected author. For example - the belief that “The
Christ” is within every detail of creation - from the tiniest particle of
soil to the most magnificent tree to every human being - rang very
true. As a natural scientist who found something utterly sacred in the
details I saw through a microscope and in complex biochemistry that
happens inside every living cell, I now realise that I was
acknowledging (and maybe even worshipping) The Christ without
realizing it.
Rohr’s explanation that Jesus was Christ “in Person” but that The
Christ has existed for all time also made sense. How could The
Christ only have come into being when Jesus was born? In fact, this
notion is written quite clearly in John’s Gospel, and it’s what I had
accepted from Quaker ideas, but to see it written clearly in this way
in terms of “The Christ” was a light-bulb experience for me.
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I also very much agreed with Rohr’s pointing out that Christians are
perhaps too hung up on “Original Sin” rather than “Original Good”.
After all, the first Genesis Creation story tells us that God found his
first creation “Very Good” - and perhaps that would be a more
positive thing to concentrate on. Likewise, I find it more natural and
God-like to think of of restorative rather than punitive justice as a
way of thinking of God’s response to sin, and of our own response to
wrong-doers.
As a non-Catholic, I’ve always been puzzled by a couple of Catholic
traditions: literal belief in transubstantiation (the bread and the wine
become literally the body and blood of Christ), and what I perceived
to be their worship of the Virgin Mary. Rohr’s chapters on these
topics opened my eyes to a new understanding. Transubstantiation
is a natural extension of the belief that The Christ is in everything and therefore (of course) in the bread and the wine. I don’t think I’ll
ever take it more literally than that, but it offers me a way of
understanding this belief. I also learned that the Virgin Mary is not
actually worshipped, but revered as representing the female aspect
of “The Christ” which has always existed. She has been recognised
by humans well before Christianity, for example in worship of female
Goddesses of fertility and abundance. There is a female holiness
which is embodied in the Virgin Mary. Yet her popularity is also
because she was one of us, an ordinary mortal. She is loved and
revered because of the unique combination of her ordinary humanity
and her acceptance of God’s role as the mother of the personified
Christ.
A final point that I’d like to mention here is Rohr’s view of The Christ
in all world religions. He suggests that other religions with other
“gods” are also in tune with The Christ, but in different ways and
under different names.

Page 13

I suppose this means that most people recognise and worship “The
Christ” (by whatever name) even if The Christ’s person in Jesus is
not part of their faith. This sits comfortably with me. I have never
been able to understand why a universal loving God would reject
any loving caring person because they didn’t believe in Jesus.
I’m not sure that this is a book that everyone would enjoy reading.
Perhaps a few might even find it offensive in places where it offers a
radically different view of faith. But I do think it’s healthy to challenge
our faith, and to try to look at things from different perspectives. For
me, reading the Universal Christ was liberating - it helped me to
realise that my own personal faith is OK.

Sue Owen
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Emerging from Lockdown – the ‘new normal’?
In late May I posed a question to the congregations, asking how we
wanted to live our lives after lockdown. Lockdown had taught us
some lessons about what was wrong with our lives, and what we
truly valued that we didn’t have in lockdown. Lockdown also
reminded us how God’s creation was suffering due to the selfish
actions of humankind, and a reduction in human activity had been a
desperately needed pause for the environment; we also had time to
hear bird song, notice all the flora, and watch bees at work. Some of
us have spent more time growing our own food; enjoying the
exercise and the freshly available food. Some questions that may
help think about what we each want our lives to be like after lock
down are: What did people wish to retain from their lockdown
experiences? What did people need to regain after lockdown that
they haven’t had during lockdown? What did people lose in
lockdown that they don’t want to ‘find’ and have back in their lives?
I suggested that people may wish to consider writing their own rule
for life; a personal reminder of what is important and what you wish
your life to look like after lockdown. It could be as simple as
continuing to make time to have quality conversations with family, or
to walk at least 10 miles a week, or to listen to music that feeds you
for at least an hour a week. A rule could include ecological
considerations; no single-use plastic; buying shampoo bars and
soap bars rather than liquid soap; cycling or walking to the shops
rather than using a car; working from home a day a week – saving
on travelling time and reducing your carbon footprint at the same
time. These are just a few examples. On the second and fourth
Fridays of each month at 7.30 pm, yes, on Zoom, I am holding
informal conversations with members of the congregations about
what the ‘new normal’ might look like for them. Sometimes there
have been half a dozen of us, other times there has just been me
and one other.
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Some are interested in exploring writing their own rule for life, others
don’t want to view it that way and just want to explore what they may
wish to change or hold on to as they slowly emerge from lockdown.
The link for how to join these Zoom discussions is given at the end
of the magazine.
One book I referred to, during the conversations about a rule for life
was by David Runcorn (who incidentally is running the Diocesan
Clergy Conference this November on Zoom). The book details are
given at the end of this article. Chapter 7 of the book focuses on
‘Values, disciplines and a rule for life’.
A rule is a personally chosen commitment to your own way of living.
It provides a structure to help us live from the values and beliefs that
are most important to us. It helps us take responsibility and be more
accountable for the way we live. Some questions to help formulate a
rule might be: What roles do I fulfil and how do I want to invest in
them? (parent, partner, employee, congregation member, etc.); What
is important to me? What do I want for my life and those I share it
with? What are my non-negotiable core values: moral, social, ethical,
environmental, spiritual convictions that my life is already fashioned
around? Where is my centre? What do I find there? Of what story do
I want to find myself a part? What story do I want told about me at
my funeral?
From: David Runcorn, ‘Spirituality Workbook: A Guide for Explorers,
Pilgrims and Seekers’, SPCK. 2006

Nick Bowry
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PENFEST 2020 online
(with real live Exhibition at St James the Less Church and some real
live Open Studios! Please note that “real live” events are subject to
lockdown restrictions at the time of the event.

Penfest 2020 Program
(please click here for more details and for tickets - keep checking we will be adding more information over the coming weeks)
Saturday 26th September 11am and
4pm
Sunday 27th September
FREE*
ALL STUDIOS:
Visitors will be required to
comply with the Scottish
government's COVID
restrictions, whatever
they may be at the time,
and will be required to
wear masks and keep a
distance, if that is still in
place.
Weaving studio: Hand
sanitizer supplied; a
maximum of 5 visitors at
any given time.
Garden studio: visitors
can view and sit in the
garden while waiting.
Saturday 26th September 10am
FREE*

OPEN STUDIOS
The Garden Studio, 20a John
Street, Penicuik.
Paintings by Ulla Hipkin.
The Weaving Studio, 5B West
Street, Penicuik.
Weaving by Christina Suter and
ink drawings by Kalina Suter.
Valleyfield Pottery, 17 High
Street, Penicuik.
Pottery by Jane Kelly

Annual Art Exhibition for the
Turner prize made available
online.

Saturday 26th September 7:30pm Opening concert videos made
FREE*
available online.
Ronald Miller and Brian Miller
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Sunday 27th September 2 - 3pm Alice Tarbuck: Writing workshop
£10 - purchase tickets on
online (via Zoom)
website to receive Zoom
link
Monday 28th September
FREE*

7pm

Tuesday 29th September 11am FREE*
3pm

FREE*

8 pm

Wednesday 30th
September
FREE*

11am 3pm

£5 - purchase tickets on
website to receive Zoom
link
Thursday 1st October
FREE*

FREE*
Friday 2nd October
FREE*

Opening of St James Penfest
Exhibition online
St James the Less Bright and
Beautiful exhibition open at the
church hall, 23 Broomhill Road,
Penicuik**
Penicuik Folk Club online (via
Zoom): Link in to Zoom Folk
Club for an informal evening of
music and blether. Please email
Alan Murray for the Zoom link:
alanmurray350@gmail.com

St James the Less Bright and
Beautiful exhibition open at the
church hall, 23 Broomhill Road,
Penicuik**
7:30pm Jemma Derbyshire: Art lecture
online (via Zoom) and
announcing the winner of the
Turner Prize!
11am 3pm

St James the Less Bright and
Beautiful exhibition open at the
church hall, 23 Broomhill Road,
Penicuik**
7:30pm Penicuik Piano Festival goes
online
11am 3pm

St James the Less Bright and
Beautiful exhibition open at the
church hall, 23 Broomhill Road,
Penicuik**
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Saturday 3rd October
FREE*

FREE*

Sunday 4th October
FREE* tickets from
website to receive Zoom
link

11am 3pm

St James the Less Bright and
Beautiful exhibition open at the
church hall, 23 Broomhill Road,
Penicuik**
7:30pm Penfest Final Concert made
available online. Graham
MacDonald and friends provide
an hour of wonderful music.
2pm

Saturday 3rd October and 11am Sunday 4th October
4pm
FREE*
ALL STUDIOS:
as for 26th/27th Sept.
Garden studio: visitors
can view and sit in the
garden while waiting.

“Show and Tell”
Artists show and talk about the
work they submitted to the
Turner Prize exhibitions, with
the announcement of the
People’s Choice winner!
OPEN STUDIOS
The Garden Studio, 20a John
Street, Penicuik.
Paintings by Ulla Hipkin.
Valleyfield Pottery, 17 High
Street, Penicuik.
Pottery by Jane Kelly

*FREE events - donations would be very much appreciated
For donations to the PCAA, please see the Donations link on the
PCAA webpage
For donations to St James the Less church, cash donations are
welcome - to be divided between PCAA and church running costs
**To attend the exhibition at St James the Less Church Hall, please
book in advance if possible (07815052929), though you can also just
turn up and take pot luck. Visitors will be required to wear face
covering and keep a distance, if that is still in place.
All information and tickets for events can be found at:
https://penicuikarts.org/penfest-2020/
Don’t miss out on the PCAA Calendar 2021, featuring art work by the
PCAA Artists’ Group Only £10! Full details on our website. Also
available from The Arts Centre, Pen-y-Coe Press and the Storehouse.
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What is Asset-Based Community
Development (ABCD)?
Asset-based Community Development (‘ABCD’) is an approach to
developing a community by getting members of the community to
use their ‘assets’ (their gifts, skills, capabilities, resources) to change
their own lives and that of their community. It’s about people living in
local places and taking responsibility for each other and their local
resources. ABCD pays attention to what is already there, not what
we think is missing or should be there. It’s community development
undertaken by and with the community.
ABCD talks about assets. These can include local peoples’ gifts,
skills, knowledge and passions (head, hands, heart); the power of
local social networks; the resources of public, private and charitable
bodies; the physical resources – buildings, public spaces, parks and
countryside; the economic resources of the place, and the stories of
its residents’ shared lives.
ABCD Principles and Practices can be simply stated as citizen-led,
relationship oriented, asset-based (start from ‘what is strong, not
what’s wrong’), place-based in the neighbourhood, inclusive (no-one
is labelled a ‘stranger’ or ‘outsider’).
ABCD is used across the world to help communities become more
resilient and take better care of themselves, to improve the places
they live and delivering personal outcomes that speak of a better
quality of life, better health, and greater numbers and levels of
relationship across a community.
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ABCD and Christian Mission
The Anglican Communion sets out five marks of mission. ABCD can
directly impact on two of these, namely, to respond to human need
by loving service and to transform unjust structures of society, to
challenge violence of every kind and pursue peace and
reconciliation. ABCD enables an individual to tend to the needs of
others, and it helps transform an individual to become fully human
and be able to challenge and address unjust structures through
education and involvement in democratic action.
Your assets or gifts?
We can all practice ABCD by offering our ‘assets’ or ‘gifts’ to our
neighbours. However, people often find it quite hard to say what gifts
they have. It can help to think about the gifts of our head (what do
you know that could be useful to others); the gifts of our hands (what
are we able to do practically), and the gifts of our heart (what are we
passionate about and would like to associate with others who share
my passion).
Last year one widow I spoke to who was lonely was paired up with a
young mum who needed some short sessions of evening baby
sitting every now and again. The widow was only too happy to help,
and it freed up the young mum from worrying and the two women
became good friends. They lived a few doors away from each other,
but had never been connected together, both living isolated and
disconnected lives.
Do you want to start making your own personal inventory? Only
when you know your gifts can you offer them to your neighbour. And
you gift may be just what a neighbour needs right now.

Nick Bowry
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News from Mothers’ Union in Lockdown
As with other members of the congregation, M.U. members have
been trying to keep in touch with one another to check on well-being.
Our “most senior” member, Agnes Thorburn was 92 years old on
11th August. It seems no time at all since our delicious celebratory
lunch in the Navaar for her birthday last year!
Members of the congregation have been knitting enthusiastically:
hats and scarves for the Mission to Seafarers, hats and blankets for
premature babies and little teddies and blankets for SiMBA - one
teddy and blanket for the “lost” baby (as a companion) and one
matching teddy and blanket for the family to keep. Angela now has a
pattern for bigger teddies if anyone would like one.
We have also been supporting foodbanks, with food donations and
financially.
Some of us have been clearing out our homes with a view to
donating items to charity shops. Unfortunately, the Salvation Army
shop is announcing that it will not be re-opening, but the Cancer
Research shop is open again, Wednesday to Saturday 10am - 4pm.

Gillian Little
Very little has been happening in the wider M.U. At Mary Sumner
house, staff have been on furlough and have taken holidays in
rotation. Naturally, there has been some day-to-day work that has to
be done. All meetings, including those with overseas members, have
taken place via Zoom (or equivalent), so that work can continue.
Obviously M.U. income has suffered. The meeting rooms which are
fully booked by outside organizations months ahead have been
closed, resulting in reduced income. Members have been asked if
they can give an individual donation to keep the organisation
running. Overseas grants must have been affected. (Editor’s note:
please visit the webpage to make a donation https://
www.mothersunion.org/)
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On the bright side, cards, gifts etc. have been produced and many
were ordered before Easter 2020. The Christmas cards have arrived
and I am waiting for the diaries and calendars, which should arrive in
August. If you want to order either through me (Angela), or online
direct to yourselves, please take a look at the online M.U shop
(https://mueshop.org/) for the selection of cards and gifts for all
occasions. The new selections should go online in mid-September. If
you order online, please mention that you’re from the Diocese of
Edinburgh, and a percentage of the sales will go to the diocese.

Angela Sibley and Margaret Coull

Vestry during the Coronavirus Pandemic
Vestry has been meeting by Zoom every month to ensure their work
continued safely and St James was able to move forward during
these strange times. Urgent decisions have also been made by
exchange of emails. These concerned the purchase of a Zoom
license for broadcasting services and the use of the church hall by
the Penicuik Ambassadors to store their toy and book library.
The three routine reports each month are from our Rector, Treasurer
and the Fabric Group. Interest has also been provided by the many
other items requiring to be discussed and agreed by Vestry.
Recently, these items have included:
The Mission Action Plan (MAP)
The MAP is based on the outcomes of the two away-days held
earlier this year. This is an internal living document to aid planning,
to prioritise resources and focus energies. Perhaps not all actions
are achievable and may have to wait for another time, the right
person or the energy to achieve. Version 2 of the MAP was approved
by Vestry and has been circulated to the congregation for final
comment.
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Vision Statement
The Vision Statement is also an outcome from the away-days held
earlier this year. It speaks to the congregation plus people who are
not Christians, and addresses societal and cultural attitudes towards
the Christian church. A third version has been circulated to the
congregation for final comment. A tag line of ‘growing in faith, love
and action’ was agreed.
Communications Working Group Report
This working group was set up earlier this year. Vestry agreed on the
following actions outlined in the report.
• To update our website by hosting the website on a more
appropriate platform and to contract an expert for the work.
• To launch a quarterly electronic magazine called ‘in Touch”.
Hard copies will be produced for members who don’t have an
email address, and for the wider community.
• To produce a new Welcome leaflet for visitors.
• To trial an additional permanent External Noticeboard with
updated information.
• To purchase pavement or sandwich boards.
• To enable blended worshiping and make services available post
lockdown by considering a dedicated broadband connection
installed in the church and hall, and a system to enable live
services and recording broadcasting.
Ongoing activities include
• Re-opening of St James post lock down. Vestry is required to
implement government procedures and receives advice from
both the College of Bishops and the Diocese office. Reopening of the church building is a complicated procedure
requiring input from many. Vestry are trying to consider all
congregational aspects not just for the present but for the
future.
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• Archive Working Group
Archiving of everything related to St James will be considered by this
Working Group when the church can be physically accessed again
• Safeguarding
Nigel updates Vestry on Safeguarding. There is a requirement to
appoint a new independent adviser
• Risk Assessment
There are plans to set up a Risk Assessment Group for St James
• Rectory Working Group
A group has been set up to consider the future of the Rectory
building. An architect has carried out a survey
Vestry Members are:
Nick Bowry, Graham Smith, David McGavin, Faye Clerk, Andy
Longmore, Sue Crosfield, Jill Drought, Kathleen Keys, Gillian Little,
Marion Mather, Charlotte Kemp
Vestry normally meets on the second Wednesday of the month.
During lock down we meet at 3pm.
Proposed dates are: 12 August 2020; 9 September 2020; 14
October 2020; 11 November 2020
The AGM is scheduled for Sunday 29 November 2020

Charlotte Kemp, Vestry Secretary

Page 25

And now for something completely different!
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Ac#vi#es and Groups
NB - all groups are by Zoom at present
Monday Night at St James (Our Chris7an Journey and the Study Group)
Mondays at 7 pm
This is a series of studies and discussions, open to all who wish to join us,
including anyone you wish to invite - you don’t have to be a member of St
James the Less or St Mungo.
Mee#ng: hHps://zoom.us/j/380706599
Mee#ng ID: 380 706 599
One tap mobile
+442034815237,,380706599# United Kingdom
+442034815240,,380706599# United Kingdom
‘Our Chris7an Journey’
First and third Mondays of each month at 7 pm
Each subject we cover and discuss is structured over six sessions. Star#ng
on 21st September, we shall start exploring The Ten Commandments. Do
join us on Zoom. Contact Nick for more informa#on.
‘Study Group’
First and third Mondays of each month at 7 pm
Discussion and study group, led by Joy Middleton, using a variety of
materials to help us explore our faith. Do join us on Zoom. Contact Joy for
more informa#on.
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Weekly Bible Study
Tuesdays at 2pm
This is a chance to discover and explore the Bible through reﬂec#on and
discussion. Join us whenever you can. We are currently studying Genesis
Chapters 1 to 11. We shall then study the gospel of Mark. Mark’s gospel is
used for the gospel readings in next year’s Lec#onary. Contact Nick for
more informa#on.
Mee#ng: hHps://zoom.us/j/92510962481?
pwd=L1hsaC#WTh0ZFFib3N0WlluaVlaUT09
Mee#ng ID: 925 1096 2481
Password: 040775
The New Normal: Informal Discussions about Life ANer Lockdown
First and third Friday evenings of each month at 7.30 pm
Discussions about our lives, our neighbourhood, our communi#es ager
lock down. We explore no#ons of asset-based community development
and how we may wish to explore a personal commitment or inten#on to
change aspects of our lives.
Mee#ng: hHps://zoom.us/j/91612901041?
pwd=dUx2aFNwM0FxUFpmRXUwRkwzTEJhZz09
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Zoom-based Services
We have settled in to a regular pattern of services. Details of these
are set out below.
Morning Prayer at 9 am & Evening Prayer at 5.30 pm, Monday to
Friday
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/6289561588?
pwd=aGtNeE1ZM3l1Tkluckp3bVJtZkRHQT09
Meeting ID: 628 956 1588
Password: 040775
One tap mobile
+442034815240,,6289561588#,,#,040775# United Kingdom
+442080806591,,6289561588#,,#,040775# United Kingdom
Holy Communion at 10.30 am on Sunday.
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/92002197798?
pwd=REp5NHQwVEdSd3A4a09lN1lHOUdnUT09
Meeting ID: 920 0219 7798 Password: 040775
One tap mobile
+441314601196,,92002197798#,,#,040775# United Kingdom
+442034815237,,92002197798#,,#,040775# United Kingdom
Wednesday Evening Services at 7.30 pm
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/96303841875?
pwd=YmZiYkdNNzZJeWI5cmtZL2RLUWc1Zz09
Meeting ID: 963 0384 1875 Password: 040775
One tap mobile
+442080806591,,96303841875#,,1#,040775# United Kingdom
+442080806592,,96303841875#,,1#,040775# United Kingdom
Wednesday Evening Compline at 9 pm
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/95345457224?
pwd=TDNoT20vR2dYMVQ5STdsS0lzR0dMQT09
Meeting ID: 953 4545 7224 Password: 040775
One tap mobile
+442080806592,,95345457224#,,1#,040775# United Kingdom
+443300885830,,95345457224#,,1#,040775# United Kingdom
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Financial giving to St James the Less
or to St Mungo’s
Church finances are feeling the effects of the lockdown, as the
amounts normally collected in the offertory plate are obviously not
currently being collected. If you are able, can I ask you to prayerfully
consider setting up a recurring monthly payment to the church via
on-line banking, to contribute financially on a regular basis. Details of
the bank accounts are given below for each of the churches.
St James the Less
Monthly donation by bank transfer (include your name in the
reference line when setting this up – only the Treasurer knows the
name of the donor). Bank details are: St James Episcopal Church
Penicuik, acct no 17117264, sort code 80-22-60.
St Mungo
Monthly donation by bank transfer (include your name in the
reference line when setting this up – only the Treasurer knows the
name of the donor). Bank details are: St Mungo’s Vestry, acct no
00817851, sort code 80-09-39.
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Last Word
As I sit here in early August starting to plan services for September
and October, my mind turns to Creationtide. This has been
introduced as a way of expanding from the harvest festival theme to
a wider yearly reflection during September on God’s creation and
what humankind has done to it.
So expect September and early October to have Creationtide as a
theme, culminating in a blessing of pets at 3pm on Sunday 4th
October, the festival day for St Francis of Assisi. There will be a
Harvest Festival service that morning too.
Whilst giving thanks for God’s creation, we also need to be willing to
lament humankind’s abuse of the planet, and seek to change our
ways, so we no longer harm God’s creation. Lament is something
that our pride and ego riles against. We need to notice that, and
gently let that go, and focus on lamenting. It is healthy to do, and
creates a deep desire to change.
As you prepare for Creationtide, I invite you to make friends with
lamenting. What might it tell you? How might it transform you?

Nick Bowry
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Dates to note
Monday 31st August 7pm
Discussion and book review: “Holy Envy” by Barbara Brown Taylor
Sunday 4th October 10:30am
Harvest Festival and Blessing of Pets on St Francis’ day
Sunday 8th November 10:30am
Remembrance Day service
Wednesday 11th November
Remembrance Day
Monday 30th November 7pm
Discussion and book review: “Reconciliation” by Muthuraj Swamy

St Francis of Assisi

Contact details
Rev’d Nick Bowry
The Rectory
23 Broomhill Road
Penicuik EH26 9EE
01968 678254
email:
Rector.PandWL[at]gmail.com

Next Deadline
Please send copy to Sue Owen by
Sunday 8th November 2020
The next issue of “In Touch” will be distributed on
Sunday 22nd November 2020
Email: susanowen.sabadell[at]gmail.com
Mobile: 07815052929
Landline: 01968 670678

